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The Press in Utopia
By G A R Y M a c F A D D E N
The writer based this article on a report subm itted for the Senior
Seminar in the School o f Journalism. M r. MacFadden was graduated
from the University o f Montana at the end o f the fall quarter, 1974.
In this summary, he examines the treatment o f the mass media in
various proposals for utopias.

A map of the world that does not include Utopia is not
worth even glancing at, for it leaves out the one country at
which Humanity is always landing. And when Humanity
lands there, it looks out, and, seeing a better country, sets
sail. Progress is the realization of Utopias.1
Oscar Wilde

No matter what his status in life, man probably
always has dreamed of new and better societies and
lifestyles. Often those dreams have been set down on
paper, and the writers have become known as utopian
authors.
To those who laugh at the dreamers and point out
the impossibility of any utopia, Lewis Mumford
responds: "It is absurd to dispose of Utopia by saying
that it exists only on paper. The answer to this is:
precisely the same thing may be said of the architect's
plans for a house, and houses are none the worse for
it.” 2
Most utopias3 do not change human nature
drastically, and there is still the desire to know what is
occurring in the community or the country. This
presupposes some type of mass communication. As
most of the American utopias were devised before the
’Oscar Wilde, The Soul of Man Under Socialism (Boston, 1910) p.
84.
2Lewis Mumford, The Story of Utopias (New York, 1922) p. 25.
3Sir Thomas More, who coined the word "utopia" in his social
satire of 14th Century England, showed a sense of humor in
Utopia. The word is taken from the Greek "ou-topos" which
means “ no where.” Other proper names, such as Achoria (from
the Greek “a-choros,” “ no-place"), are used throughout the
book.
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advent of radio and television, most Utopians who
mention the mass media do so in terms of the printed
media or the press.
Some authors leave the press and other mass media
as they appear in their own era, mentioning only that
they still exist. Others describe in detail how they
would change them. This is significant because, as
Mumford points out, almost every utopia is an implicit
criticism of the civilization that served as its
background; likewise, it is an attempt “ to uncover
potentials that the existing institutions ignored or
buried beneath an ancient crust of custom and
habit.” 4 If the author has no criticism of the press in his
own time, the media probably will not appear in his
projected society.
Utopias, according to Northrop Frye in Varieties of
Literary Utopias,5 can be divided into projections of
escape and reconstruction. I would subdivide each of
those two classes into back-to-the-land and
technological utopias. In the former, the inhabitants
of a country usually come to recognize the dangers of
developing a highly technological society, so they
give up most of the scientific benefits and choose a
good clean life in a rural agrarian culture. Islandia,6*
4Mumford, op. cit., p. iv.
5Northrop Frye, Varieties of Literary Utopias, in the collection
Utopias and Utopian Thought, edited by Frank E. Manuel (Boston,
1967), p. 25.
6Austin Tappan Wright, Islandia (New York, 1942). This book was a
pet project, taking 10 years to complete. At 1,013 pages, it is the
longest utopian novel.
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probably the most comprehensive and best-written
utopian novel, proposes just such a society. The
technological society, in contrast, attempts to use the
good of technology (as the author sees it) to enrich
people's lives.
For the purpose of this paper, the back-to-the-land
utopias will be largely ignored. Because of the
generally rural structures, most of those plans seldom
mention possible uses of the mass media.
Utopias seem to appear most often during times
when people are seeking social change. For example,
40 utopian novels were published in America
between 1890 and 1900, a time of many reform
movements at the end of the Gilded Age. Prior to the
1800s, few utopias appeared in Am erican literature.
In the first half of the 19th Century, satirical utopias
condemning the politicians and the foolish lifestyles
of the young nation appeared at the rate of about one
every seven years. Two were Fragments o f the History
o f Bawlfredonia7 by Jonas Clopper and Voyage to the
M oon8 by George Tucker. They did not criticize the
press.

a better society
In 1847 James Fenimore Cooper published the first
19th Century utopian novel that was a plan for a better
society rather than a satire on present conditions. This
time the press did not escape comment.
Cooper's The Crater, o r Vulcan's Peak tells about
the adventures of a well-educated young man named
Mark Woolston. During a long sea voyage, the ship on
which Woolston and a friend are traveling hits a reef
and appears to be breaking up. The two remain
aboard when the crew abandons the ship. It
subsequently floats into a lagoon of an island recently
formed by an active volcano.9
After foraging for food on the island, the two devise
a way to fix the ship and return to Am erica. They
subsequently come back to the island with some
colonists and begin setting up their perfect society.
Mark Woolston is elected governor of the island. The
vote for a democratic government is unanimous.
The first discontent is propagated by the Rev. M r.
Hornblower, an Episcopal minister. The colonists are
of varied faiths, but the reverend is sure there is only
one true way— his own. Cooper writes that he set the
people at odds, and they “ soon began to pray at each
other." Then a lawyer arrives on the island, and
Cooper notes that “ men began to discover they were

7Jonas Clopper, Fragments
mentioned by Frye, op. cit.
about 1819.
8George Tucker, Voyage to
mentioned by Frye.
9James Fenimore Cooper,
(Cambridge, 1847).

of the History of Bawlfredonia,
Frye set the date of publication at
the Moon (New York, 1827). Also
The

Crater,

or
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Vulcan's

Peak

wronged by their neighbors in a hundred ways which
they had never before discovered."10
Cooper also blames the press for his society's
failure. When the religious dispute had begun
fortunately there was yet no newspaper, a species of
luxury, which, like the gallows, comes in only as society
advances to the corrupt condition; or which, if it happens
to precede it a little, is very certain to soon conduct it there.
If every institution became no more than it was intended
to be, by those who originally framed it, the earth would be
very far different from what it is. The unchecked means of
publicity . . . are indispensable to the circulation of truths;
and it is equally certain that the unrestrained means of
publicity are equally favorable to the circulation of lies.11

The press appears in The Crater in the form of a
newspaper called The Crater Truth-Teller. Cooper
explains that in the time of which he is w riting, people
believed anything simply because they saw it in print;
however, “ he who stood up in his proper person and
uttered his facts on the responsibility of his personal
character was far less likely to gain credit than the
anonymous scribbler who recorded his lies on
p ap er."12
Cooper says utopia's downfall began when “ the
press took up the cause of hum an rig h ts,
endeavouring to transfer the power of the state from
the public departments to its own printing office___ It
was surprising how little the people knew of the
oppression under which they laboured until this
stranger came among them. . . .” 13
He spends several pages berating the style of
reporting and personal character of the editorpublisher:
. . . whenever he got into the law, his columns were
devoted to publicity maintaining his own side of the
question, although such a course was not only opposed to
every man's sense of propriety, but was directly flying into
the teeth of the laws of the land.. . . He had the means of
telling his own story, and a large number of gaping dunces
were ever ready to believe him.14

Because the editor constantly pushed for reform
and because most of the readers believed that all they
saw in print was true, a new government was
established after a constitutional convention. The old
officers were replaced, not because they had
mishandled affairs but “ because of the energy of a
noisy and articulate m inority."15
Woolston and his family decide to leave the island
because the perfect society they envisioned is failing.
He returns after a year to find that the volcano had
erupted, driving the island to the ocean floor.
Vernon L. Parrington Jr. says in Am erican Dreams
wlbid.,
11/b/c/.,
n lbid.,
nlbid.,
u lbid.,

p.
p.
p.
p.
p.

453.
374.
433.
432.
434.

15/b/d.
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that Cooper's moral is to watch out for those who talk
too glibly about human rights: “ Lawyers and editors
deal in legal sophistry; legal sophistry leads to
confusion. And that condition, compounded by
ignorance, provides the inevitable contradiction of
dem ocracy.''16
During the 1880s utopianism became the vogue.
Parrington: “ New ideas w ere in the air in the 1880s;
men began to think and write and talk socialism ."17
Although Edward Bellamy always is noted as one of
the most important authors of that period, several
others wrote books that preceded Bellamy's Looking
Backward.™ Bellamy probably was fam iliar with those
previous works and perhaps drew from their ideas
when creating his utopia.
The Diothas, or, A Far Look A h ea d ,19 written in 1883
by John M acnie, shows some points of sim ilarity with
Looking Backward. M acnie (who wrote under the
nom de plum e Ismar Thiusen) did not project the
trends of the United States 200 to 1,000 years as was
popular at that tim e; instead, he projects his society
into the 96th C entury, which explains his reference to
a “ far look ahead."
M acnie's society, after years of w arfare, has settled
down to the business of self-preservation. It is a cross
between the two types of utopias previously
mentioned— it regresses into a more agrarian culture
but simultaneously retains many technological
wonders.
The mass media are alive and w ell in many forms in
M acnie's New Am erica. Books, the telegraph, long
distance telephone and m icrofilm libraries of
newspapers and magazines are common in every
home. The telephone, used as we use a radio, is
described in the Diothas. Bellamy describes the same
use of the instrument with only m inor changes.

the tachygraph
Edison's phonograph has evolved into a type of w ire
recorder called the electric tachygraph, which can be
used as a voice recorder or, by throwing a switch,
played back through a machine that records the
words on paper, in duplicate. Thus, each person has
access to a private printing press. Vitis, Ismar Thiusen's
guide through New Am erica, says important
governmental proceedings are recorded on thin
metallic sheets, w hich are stored in a large vault much
like a library. At least one copy of each proceeding
never is used and is protected by the Constitution.
Perhaps the people foresaw the problems of
16Vernon L. Parrington Jr., American Dreams (New York, 1947), p.
85.
17/b/d., p. 92.
18Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (New York, 1887).
19John Macnie, The Diothas, or, A Far Look Ahead (New York, 1883).
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governmental officials who do not want others to
know what they have said and done.
Vitis describes the press' total accuracy, which exists
because of the tachygraph. He contrasts this accuracy
to what he calls the notorious errors and blatant lies of
many papers of previous centuries, especially in the
latter half of the 19th Century.
If the mass media w ere important in The Diothas,
they are central in a short tale written in 1885 by Jules
Verne. O riginally entitled “ In the 29th C entury: The
Day of an American Journalist,"20the story was written
under contract for James Gordon Bennett Jr., editor of
the N ew York Herald. Verne's main character, Francis
Bennett, editor of the Earth H erald, is based on the
noted journalist.
Verne also used this story to comment on the
policies of nations in his own time. W .H .G . Armytage,
in Yesterday's Tom orrow s, says: “ However flattering
Verne's picture of the United States in the world
economy of the future might have been, it was
sufficiently barbed to warrant Gordon Bennett's not
publishing it."21
Verne's story finally was published in 1889 under the
title “ In the 29th C e n tu ry ."22 In 2889, Verne finds that
the nation's political center has been moved from
W ashington, D .C ., to a new city called Centropolis.
Fritz Napoleon Smith (Bennett in the original version)
acquires the failing Manhattan C hron icle. W hen
Centropolis needs a newspaper, Smith moves his
paper there and calls it the Earth C hron icle.
To save the paper from being crushed by the many
competitors who try to establish themselves in the
new governmental stronghold, Smith invents the
process of telephonic journalism :
Instead of being printed, the Earth Chronicle is every
morning spoken to subscribers, who, in interesting
conversations with reporters, statesmen and scientists,
learn the news of the day. Furthermore, each subscriber
owns a phonograph, and to this instrument he leaves the
task of gathering the news whenever he happens to be not
in the mood to listen directly himself.23

The system not only attracted thousands of
subscribers but also made Smith “ King of the
Newspaperm en." Verne says that Smith controls
many powers and that
indeed, he would be king of all the Americas too, if
Americans could ever accept a king. You do not believe it?
Well then, look at the plenipotentiaries of all nations, and
our own ministers themselves crowding about his door,
entreating his counsels, imploring the aid of his allpowerful organ. Reckon up the number of scientists and
artists he supports . . . yes, a king he is.24
20Jules Verne, “In the 29th Century: The Day of an American
Journalist.” Never published in its original form. See text.
21W.H.G. Armytage, Yesterday's Tomorrows (Toronto, 1968), p. 75.
22Jules Verne, “ In the 29th Century,” The Forum, Vol. 6 (New York,
1889), pp. 662-667.
231bid., p. 664.
241bid., p. 666.
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The news is delivered by a staff of 1,500 telephone
reporters.
V e rn e also d e s c rib e s th e “ t e le p h o t e ,” a
combination of a telephone and a television screen.
(Bell Telephone engineers are w orking on a device
similar to Verne's, only theirs is not threedim ensional.) W hen Smith talks with his w ife in Paris,
she appears to be in the same room with him in his
home in Centropolis.
In 2889 the art of advertising had branched off in
new directions. Part of Smith's revenue comes from
projecting onto cloud layers advertisements “ so huge
that they may be seen by the populations of w hole
cities or even entire co u n trie s."25
O n the day recounted in the story, the sky is
p e rfe c tly c le a r , so Sm ith o rd e rs his sta ff's
meteorological division to w hip up some artificial
clouds.
In the original story, Bennett spends more time
coping with w orld econom ic and social problem s
than being the editor of a large daily newspaper. He
solves the problem of the Chinese population
explosion by imposing the death penalty on all
Chinese who break the laws governing birth control.
England is described as having becom e a Russian
colony. Centropolis is established as a kind of capital
of the w orld, rather than just the United States.
The zenith of the utopian novel came in 1887 when
Edward Bellamy's Lookin g Backw ard was published.
The book sold more than a m illion copies in three
years and influenced the social thought of the period.
Bellamy enlarged on his visions in Equality, a sequel
published in 1897.
Bellamy had his own ideas about newspapers. In
January, 1881, Bellamy's paper, The Daily N ew s,
publicly announced its policies. Sylvia Bow m an, in
The Year 2000, mentions that announcem ent:
According to this manifesto, the publishers did not
aspire to make the paper the exponent of art and
literature, to ride any hobby, nor to appeal to its readers by
publishing “scandalous items” or "tales of shame and
dishonor.” Through "the events of the day, both foreign
and domestic, the news was to be reported in a graphic,
accurate style. . . ,26

Looking Backw ard describes life in the year 2000
and compares it with conditions and living standards
of the 19th C en tu ry, particularly the 1880s. The
protagonist, Julian W est, awakens from a hypnotically
induced sleep to find himself 113 years in the future in
a society that presum ably has achieved equality of
man.

25Ibid., p. 669.
■^Sylvia E. Bowman, The Year 2000 (New York, 1958), p. 39.
->7Mumford, Story of Utopias, op. cit., p. 162.
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education as an equalizer
The great equalizer in Bellamy's society is
education. Everyone receives an education through
college, after w hich men and wom en w ork three years
in a mass labor force doing menial tasks that require
“ the strength of youth" to accom plish. Each then
enters his profession or trade.
All persons receive the same credits or pay (totaling
about $4,000 annually) and w ork until age 45, when
they retire at full pay for the rest of their lives. Some
work few er hours at physically dem anding or
unpleasant jobs.
Bellamy's labor system is m entioned here because
publishers were the only persons exem pt from service
in the mass labor force. In Atlantis (Boston) econom ic
equality allows anyone to own and control a
newspaper. If a person can obtain backers, he is
excused from the governm ent labor force for as long
as the publication supports him. The credits from the
subscribers are paid to the governm ent to cover the
loss of the person's services in the labor force. Lewis
M um ford extols the virtues of this exception to the
rule of labor:
This is the one open hole in our militarized, industrial
utopia; and I think it is the most acceptable feature in the
whole system. A community organized as a single unit. . .
might not be a very genial shelter for the soul of an artist;
but if it were, this means of support would doubtless be fair
and excellent for the encouragement of the arts.27

The newspapers and magazines are absolutely free
of governm ent censorship, although they are printed
in government shops. Dr. Leete, West's guide through
Atlantis, says that because of this freedom the press
provides a true expression of public op inion.28
Bellamy severely criticized the press of his own era
on four counts: Its abuse and persecution of private
in d iv id u a ls , se n sa tio n a lism in c rim e s to rie s ,
destruction of personal privacy, and distortion and
censorship of the news. And he lashes out at the
papers of his day through the words of Dr. Leete:
To us, the judgments of your newspapers . . . seem to
have been crude and flippant, as well as deeply tinctured
with prejudice. In so far as they may be taken in expressing
public opinion, they give an unfavourable impression of
the popular intelligence, while so far as they may have
formed public opinion, the nation was not to be
felicitated.29

Leete explains that the editor “ manages the paper just
as your editors did, except that he has no counting
room to obey, or interests of private capital as against
the public good to d e fe n d ."30

“ Bellamy, op. cit., p. 164.
29Ibid., p. 168.
iolbid.
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Throughout Looking Backward and Equality are
constant references to books, magazines and
newspapers, suggesting Bellamy thought the print
media would survive as the major disseminators of
news (despite his vision of a telephone-radio in the
sitting room of each apartment). Bellamy did not
anticipate the dissemination of news by electronic
means.
After publication of Looking Backward, several
other novels centered on Bellamy's plot, and most
criticized his views and dreams.31 The best was by J.W .
Roberts, who in Looking Within disagrees with
Bellamy on many points. Roberts also has some
disparaging remarks about the press. His protagonist,
who also arrives in the future through suspended
animation, comments about the press of the 1880s:
The daily press was a seething mass of foam and fury,
lashed into commotion by its own unseemly strife.
Magazine articles, from which something more sage and
philosophical is expected, treated the most profoundest
questions of social economy with a flippancy scarcely
worthy of the daily paper. Looking only at the surface of
things, and falling in with the popular current, the most
superficial reasoning was indulged in, and conclusions
reached of the most erroneous character. No depth, no
delving for fundamental principles, no probing of
fallacies; only an effort to gain attention by such methods
as the demagogue employs.32

Roberts attempts to show that the press as an
effective institution could not exist in Bellamy's
utopia. His protagonist arrives at the same time that
Julian West awoke in Looking Backward. Roberts'
protagonist (who is not named) receives all of his
information from a M r. Hum e, the chief of police in
Atlantis. Hume tells him that the standard economy,
which provides for all needs, has eliminated the
necessity for communication among sections of the
country and different nations, but Hume adds:
Private papers have caused the small amount of
communication between the remote parts of the country.
Most of the papers must deal only with local information
that concerns their readers or perish. We are becoming
estranged from each other. The people of Atlantis know as
little of the people of the great central area of the
continent as they do of the inhabitants of South America or
Africa. What the outcome will be no one can foresee.33

Looking Backward ushered in the era of the reform
or reconstruction utopia. In the 15 years following its
publication, at least 40 utopian novels appeared in
Am erica.34 Many authors were certain the perfect age

31Three were Looking Backward and What I Saw, W.W. Satterlee
(Minneapolis, 1890); Looking Further Backward, Arthur D. Vinton,
(New York, 1890), and Looking Further Forward, Richard
Michaelis (New York, 1890).
32J.W. Roberts, Looking Within (New York, 1893), pp. 66-67.
“ /bid, p. 167.
34Parrington, op. cit., p. 98.
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could be achieved i f . . . . (Some “ ifs" always must be
met prior to the millennium .)
Morrison Swift's “ if" was a reformed press. A
League of Justice describes a plan for “ bridging the
difficult gap between the capitalistic world and the
utopia of socialism ."35
According to Swift, there are two kinds of people:
Working men and robbers. A robber, in a roundabout
way, is “ any man who takes and uses for himself more
than is necessary for his life and development or for
the life, health and development of those who are
dependent on him, w hile others lack what is necessary
for their own life ."36
Having acquired a vast amount of money by
robbing the robbers in the best Robin Hood fashion,
the League leaders establish an honest newspaper to
convey the ideals of their reform movement to the
masses. The paper is distributed free and carries no
advertising.

the ghost of the press
Swift's opinion of the press in the 1890s is mirrored
in this statement by a character in the book:
The great lying, gossiping, scandalizing, advertising
sycophant, commercial, capital-serving sheets went about
now only as ghosts, through which their bones could be
seen. Their absorbers (the League Journal) printed no
advertisements for pay. . . . Deceitful puffs of quack
objects, vegetable, human and mineral, collapsed like a
punctured balloon, having no bellows to inflate them. But
the League Journal printed lists of new cooperative
establishments, and the working people were advised to
buy of these only, since their patronage would solidify
such industries and compel others to follow their
example.37

Even political parties begin to disappear as more
people support the movement. The government
leaders make one last desperate attempt to save their
power by convicting the League leaders of conspiracy.
But the masses rebel. The League wins.
In 1900 Bradford Peck.suggested running the world
like a large department-store chain. His title: The
W orld A Department Store. Percy Brantford, the
protagonist, awakens from a double dose of sleeping
powders to learn that the world has aged about 60
years. He finds a w ell-ordered, efficiently run society
where everyone's needs are fully met. O ne of the
institutions run in a businesslike manner is a
newspaper, the Daily Am erican, whose masthead
announces “ a paper devoted entirely to matters
pertaining to progress."
One of Brantford's guides, a M r. Emmerson, says
that in no department was there more waste of energy

35Morrison I. Swift, A League of Justice (Boston, 1893), p. 10.
iblhid., p. 82.
37/bid., p. 121.
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than in publishing and printing in 1900. The
newspaper he describes sounds like a magazine
similar to the former Life and Look. It has large type
and slick paper.
Emmerson, one of the publishers, says that in
Brantford's day
editorial matter was not honest conviction, but was
published to assist political candidates, as all papers
espoused the cause of one or another political party; and
through the medium of these papers the public was led to
believe that their political party was doing everything in its
power for the best interests of the country. Being as
politicians were often dishonest, party papers had to print
fallacious editorial articles of sugar coating. . . .3»

Emmerson explains that a newspaper run by the
founders of the Cooperative Association (now the
ruling government) had been instrumental in
bringing about the present society. The paper had
sold for 15 cents, considered high at the tim e, and had
no advertising. This policy was continued when the
D aily A m e rica n was b eg u n . Em m erson says
newspapers always had contained much false
advertising and that tremendous losses had been
suffered by people of all classes who invested their
savings and capital in such schemes.
Peck had some good ideas not only in the
publishing field but also in economics and education.
At the end of the book, the author actually solicits
funds to form the Cooperative Association. He
pledges all profits from The W orld A Departm ent
Store to the fund and adds: "B e one of us, and let your
posterity have the satisfaction of knowing that you
were among the first to establish the Treasury
Department of the Cooperative Association of
A m erica."*39
Another utopian book, published in 1902, was
Equitania by W .O . Henry. It tells about a young man
who has just returned from an accidental visit to a land
called Equitania. He proposes that a group of friends
settle in this w onderful land. H orace, the returned
traveler, tells his friends in a series of meetings what
they might expect in Equitania.
W hile other utopian authors describe the press as a
tool of public opinion, Henry says: "Publicity is a
preventive of many evils, and a corrective of many
more when wisely used. The press is the most effective
force in protecting the moral and social w ell-being of
the com m unity."40 Consequently, journalism ranks as
a learned profession in Equitania:
All members of the learned professions, including
medicine, law, theology and journalism, stand as beacon
lights in the world. They have automatically assumed a

higher plane than their fellows, and are so much the more
responsible. The more widely informed a man becomes
the greater his influence for good or evil. Hence it is that
members of the learned professions are as lighthouses
disseminating light far and near for the multitudes of the
ra c e .. . .41

A strict Equitanian law says no person shall in any
way libel or slander another. Another important rule
is truthfulness. Horace says that
the papers, magazines and journals are recognized as the
greatest teachers and most potent influences in the
republic. The great necessity of the moral laws is ever
taught, and . . . truthfulness is duly emphasized.42

The government of Equitania runs the largest
newspaper in the land, although private papers are
encouraged and flourish. At least Henry is honest
about
p o ssib le
p artisa n sh ip a ffe ctin g
the
government-controlled newspaper, for he says:
The daily paper staff goes with the administration and
expounds in an official way the plans, policies and reasons
sustaining them of the party in power. Thus they set the
example of clean, upright and forceful journalism not only
in editorials, news and literary style, but in advertisements
and all that goes into a great paper to make it a wise, useful
and helpful teacher to all classes of society.43

A year after Henry's book appeared, The Ideal City
by Cosimo Noto was published. Many of his ideas are
similar to those expressed by Henry. How ever, Noto
does not have a paper published by the federal
government, because "in the wrong hands, it could
become a tool of tyranny." Noto's papers are
published by m unicipalities:
As everybody has received a thorough education, the
newspaper of today is- but a scientific daily magazine,
where we find all the news concerning the intellectual life
of the world and social progress. Of course, no one would
read scandalous gossip, stupid tales or employ political
discussions. These in the old times were the favorite
intellectual diet of the ignorant masses.44

Noto ignores advertising, w hile most utopian authors
who mention the press condone or condemn
advertising.

telepathic communication
In 1910, W illiam Alexander Taylor ended the
succession of utopian books that had been appearing
since publication of Looking Backward. Taylor, whose
Inter m ere contains some fresh approaches, provides a
d e ta ile d analysis of the news m e d ia . A ll
communication on the island of Interm ere is
accomplished through telepathy.
Giles Henry Anderton, who is shipwrecked on the

“ Bradford Peck, The World A Department Store (Boston, 1900), p.
391bid., prologue.
^W. O. Henry, Equitania, or The Land of Equity (Omaha, 1902), p.
159.
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42lbid.
431bid., p. 161.
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island, is a traveling journalist. The question of
communication arises soon, for Anderton is confused
when he hears people talking to him but sees no lip
movement. Stranger still is the fact he can answer their
questions without uttering a sound.
After a question-and-answer period, common at
the beginning of most utopian novels, the subject
turns to long-distance communication between the
island and the rest of the w orld. M aros, the guide
assigned to Anderton, places his hands on a small
machine and appears to go into a deep trance.
Anderton watches as the machine hums softly, then
ejects a piece of paper containing a condensation of
recent world events, gathered through a process
similar to telepathy. Anderton exclaims that the sheet
is just like a newspaper, to which Maros replies:
Two objects may compare with each other as to bulk
and size, but in no other respect. This [the news sheet] is to
promote wisdom; the newspaper to feed vicious or
depraved appetites as well as to convey useful information.
This is the cold colorless record of facts and information
. . . your newspaper taken in its entirety is the opposite. It
consists of the inextricable mingling together of the good
and the bad, of the useful and the useless, the elevating
and the degrading, the latter always in the ascendant.45

Maros contends newspapers are built on selfishness
and do only what the kings of com m erce would have
them do. W ithout the force of the capitalists' good will
behind the paper, it would cease to exist. So, to pay for
the price of survival, the paper “ is willing to lead the
world forward or backward, as the case may be. It has
been growing in stature and ' retrograding in
usefulness for fifty years. . . . It will probably continue
to grow worse for a century to co m e."46
Anderton asks if the press is not at least a valuable
tool for the shaping and/or the discovery of public
opinion, to which Maros replies:
Fifty years ago it was blindly controversial, but there was
enough reason in its discussions to give hope for the
future. Now it is a mere mental and moral refuse car. As a
whole, it represents classes and not the whole community;
it has no aims save the grossly materialistic.47

All the blame is not heaped on the newspapers,
however. Maros, after admitting there are some good
newspapers (with limited influence), tells Anderton
the press problem actually is brought on by the
readers:
Your masses read and re-read accounts of how two
beings beat each other out of human semblance on a
wager, and pass, unread and unnoticed, the best thoughts
of your greatest scientists and profoundest thinkers.48

45William Alexander Taylor, Intermere (New York, 1910), p. 64.
46Ibid., p. 65.
47lbid., p. 66.
48/b/cf.
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It is not only the uneducated masses who follow this
“ pandering” but also the statesmen and leaders. With
that, Maros and Anderton move on to examine the
other wonders of Intermere.
By the mid-20th Century, the utopian novel almost
had become extinct. Parrington ]r., writing in 1947,
said: “ The contemporary United States, whatever its
failings, may seem surprisingly utopian by comparison
with the past, or by comparison with what may be
found elsew here.” 49
The utopian novelist may have disappeared partly
because it seemed as if utopia w ere about to be
achieved. The Am erican people no longer needed
dreams on paper.
During the postwar years, a new type of projected
society became popular. Utopian authors like Bellamy
had hoped to affect the world's social development by
dramatizing beautiful lands and perfect societies. The
new novel, the dystopia, offered a dismal prediction
of what was likely to happen if certain trends were
allowed to continue. Brave N ew W orld by Aldous
Huxley and 1984 by George O rw ell probably are the
best-known dystopias. The mass media have
significant roles in both.
In Brave N ew W orld, Huxley projects scientific
progress, assembly-line procedures and propaganda
techniques 600 years into the future. A person's place
in the ruling class or the working class is decided at the
moment of his conception in a test tube. If there are
imperfections in the egg, it is cloned (divided) into
many new egg cells which subsequently form from
eight to % individuals, each exactly alike. The clonal
groups form the subservient working class.
The director of the egg hatchery observes: “ Ninetysix identical twins operating ninety-six identical
machines. You really know where you are. For the first
time in history!” 50
The mass media are used to control the social
thought of the lower-caste children as soon as they
can understand the language. They learn their social
roles through a process called hypnopaedia, which is
what we call sleep learning. A soft tape recording
plays nightly through pillow speakers in the nurseries.
The director describes the recordings as
drops of sealing wax, drops that adhere, incrust,
incorporate themselves with what they fall on, till finally
the rock is all one scarlet blob. Till at last the child's mind is
these suggestions and the sum of these suggestions is the
child's mind. And the adult's mind, too, all his life long.51

No member of any caste is encouraged to read or
think. The higher castes have access to movie theaters
called “ Feelies.” Each person, wired into the projector

49Parrington, op. cit., p. 218.
50Aldous Huxley, Brave New World (New York, 1932), p. 33.
51/b/d., p. 41.
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through arm bands, feels each sensation, smells each
smell, etc., that the actor experiences. Absolutely no
effort by the viewer is necessary. (It is sim ilar to the
mindless trance of a person sitting for long periods in
front of a television set.)

books to be feared
Lo w er-caste c h ild re n le a rn e a rly th ro u g h
association that books are to be feared. Babies are
offered books, then electrically shocked w hen they
touch them. The director of the nurseries, w ho is
proud of the process, boasts about its effectiveness:
Books and e le ctric sh o cks, flow ers and loud
noises—already in the infant's mind—are compromisingly
linked; and after two hundred repetitions of the same ora
similar lesson will be indissolubly welded. What man has
joined, nature is powerless to put asunder.52

In O rw ell's 1984, the governm ent, one of the
strongest dictatorships ever im agined, owns all the
media and uses them for propaganda. Television sets
mounted in the walls of every apartment cannot be
shut off. They offer a constant chatter about how the
state is all-pow erful, all-good, all-wise. The people
are reminded constantly that they are being watched
by Big Brother and that for their own sake they must
remain loyal to the state.
O ne way in w hich the state watches the people is
through a spying device in every telescreen:
The telescreen received and transmitted a signal
simultaneously. Any sound Winston made, above the level
of a very low whisper, would be picked up by it; moreover,
so long as he remained within the field of vision . . . he
could be seen as well as heard.53

At the beginning of the story, W inston is starting a
diary. But diaries, journals, magazines, books and
unofficial newspapers are forbidden. W inston scrawls
the first words before rem em bering that if caught the
punishment is death or at least 25 years in a labor
camp, from which few have returned.
1984 centers on the mass m edia, w hich are about all
the people are aware of. The media are so much a part
of their lives that they accept as truth anything they are
told.
One dramatic example is the use of the telescreen
in the “ two-m inute-hate session." During an office
break, Winston and the other employes are herded
into a room and placed in rows of chairs facing a large
telescreen. A loud, disturbing noise signals the start of
the hate session, and a threatening picture of the
state's principal enem y appears. W ithin a m inute,
people shout, throw articles at the telescreen, knock
over chairs and direct all the hate they can muster at

52lbid., p. 48.
53George Orwell, 1984 (Kingsport, Tenn., 1949), p. 4.
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the image. Suddenly the image changes to that of
smiling Big Brother, the dictator, and the people are
immediately calm ed.54
O rw ell may have been warning against too much
control of the mass media. The story is set in
O ceanian, at one time London. And the British
government already controlled radio and television
stations.
Most of the dystopias insist on complete conformity
by all citizens. This conformity is forced on the people
by the state, as in 1984, or generated by the people
themselves, as in Ray Bradbury's Fahrenheit 451.
Bradbury describes a society that has everything it
wants including constant entertainm ent. Thinking has
not been prohibited outright—it m erely has gone out
of style. The people have three-dimensional
television sets to feed their thoughts. They do not
have time to read or write or study. The only printed
materials that have survived are com ic books and
three-dimensional sex magazines.
The firemen have become the guardians of public
morality; their function is to destroy books. O n their
helmets are the numerals 451—“ the temperature at
w hich book paper ignites and burns." The fire hoses
on their engines spray kerosene.
Bradbury says the book burnings protect the
people's peace of mind, guaranteeing that they w ill
not think, will not ask any questions, w ill not concern
themselves with whatever is relevant:55
A fire captain explains to one of his men that if you don't
want a man unhappy politically, don't give him two sides to
a question to worry him, give him one. Better yet, give him
none. Let him forget there is such a thing as war.
If the government is inefficient, top-heavy and tax-mad,
better it be all these things than the people worry over it.
Give the people contests . . . cram them so full of
noncombustible data, chock them so full of "facts'' they
feel stuffed, but absolutely brilliant with information. Then
they'll feel they're thinking, they'll get a sense of motion
without moving. And they'll be happy, because facts of
that sort don't change. Don't give them any slippery stuff
like philosophy. . . ,56

The rebel in Fahrenheit 451 is a fireman who reads
some of the books he is sent to destroy. W hen he
begins asking too many questions, he is branded an
outcast and must flee from the police. Near the city he
encounters other outcasts, each of whom is
memorizing a famous book. W hen one grows old, he
w ill help a young person memorize the text. Thus, the
classics, even when the firem en have destroyed all of
them, will live on and someday again be recorded on
paper.
A study of projected societies should end on a note

54Ibid., pp. 7-8.
55Ray Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451 (New York, 1953), p. 53.
56lbid., pp. 55-56.
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of hope, for hope is the reason so many utopias have
been devised during the lifespan of America. The last
utopia examined here differs from the others because
it is not a fictionalized account of a better society.
Morris L. Ernst regards Utopia 7976 as a perfect society
for all. Written in 1955, the book contains numerous
projections for the mass media of 1976. Ernst
envisioned a 30-hour work w eek, permitting more
leisure time and thus more entertainment programs
on television. He foresaw pay television without
advertisements. And he thought newspapers would
not depend so much on advertising, though he did
not explain where other revenue would be obtained.

greening of the newspaper
If Utopia 1976 were written today, one chapter
might be entitled “ The Greening of the Newspaper."
Ernst argues that newspapers will be rejuvenated
through a return or revitalization of the weekly press:
The circulation of the big metropolitan newspapers will
continue to fall while the suburban dailies are growing. We
already see that the big city papers can't hold their readers
over wide geographic areas or outside the city limits. They
print news of some interest to great numbers of readers
instead of vital news to few people. Thus the big dailies
have passed their peak of audience appeal while the small
city weeklies and dailies are just starting on a new era of
growth. Weeklies should reach 30,000 long before 1976.57

Ernst says that by 1976 chain ownership and
absentee ownership of dailies and weeklies w ill be
illegal. He continues:
In the future, editorial pages will be reborn and restored
to vigor, a personal expression by editors who believe
strongly what they write. The syndicated material,
particularly columns, will have to seek a new level, for they
will have to compete against revitalized editorials of the
publisher. Publishers will employ taste instead of printing

57Morris L. Ernst, Utopia 7976 (New York, 1955), p. 208.
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syndicated peephole cruelties of such low indecencies
that no person directly employed by the paper would hand
in such stuff.58

The electronic media will change, too. Radio and
television will be totally separate. Radio will
emphasize news, discussions and provocative ideas to
“ supply our traditional need of knowledge and
controversy." Television will become primarily an
entertainment medium, the “ movie of the hom e."59
Ownership of several different news outlets by one
person bothers Ernst, and he predicts that the
interlocking of the ownership of different media will be
forbidden. No newspaper will be allowed to own a radio or
television outlet. What price local democracy? Soon we
will divorce ownership so that radio, movie, newspaper,
magazine and television each will be separately owned. In
such a market, competition in ideas will once more
thrive.60

It appears as if the mass media, in one form or
another, will survive during the m illennium . But the
newspaper, according to most utopian authors, will
change. Many regard the press in its past or present
forms as a vicious, gossiping institution that would
have no place in a genuine utopia. Others regard it as
a valuable tool in the formation of public opinion and
response. They foresee a reformed press built on the
foundations of truthfulness and public confidence—a
phoenix risen from yesterday's journalism. Several
warn of the dangers of government control of the
press.
Most Utopians have retained the institution of the
press and altered it to fit their own ideals. It is likely,
then, that when Humanity does land on Wilde's
distant shores, a printer and the tools of his trade will
be in the hold of one of the ships.

58/b/d., p. 209.
59/b/c/., p. 213.
60/b/d., p. 216.
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The Besieged Media of Cameroon
By H E L E N E B O U R D O N - H I C BEE

The w riter earned a B.A . from the U niversity o f the So rb on n e in 1971
and an M .A . in journalism from the U niversity o f M ontana in 1975.
This article is a chapter from h er thesis, “ The Cam eroonian News
M e d ia ," the first extensive study o f the media in Cam eroon. Ms.
Bourdon-H igbee lived in Cam eroon in 1974. She in terview ed 20
journalists w ho w o rk ed fo r the in d ep en d en t new spapers o r the
governm ent m edia, and she stu d ied the six Cam eroonian
newspapers and the national radio netw ork. She is a free-lance
w riter in Paris.

The Cam eroonian news media are beset by
government censorship and financial control.
"It is one of the embarrassing ironies of the post
independence experience that African news media
generally have less freedom to report and criticize
today than they did under colonial adm inistration/'
Peter Enahoro, editor of Africa magazine, w rote.1
“ W hen governments took over European-owned
newspapers, they converted them into their own
m egaphones." That description fits the Cam eroonian
news media. The governm ent also has a monopoly on
news gathering and advertising through two national
agencies: Agence Cam erounaise de Presse and
Cam eroun Publi-Expansion.
Because the media are new , the governm ent is
sensitive to criticism , according to M ichel de Breteuil,
director of the Societe A fricaine de Presse et
d'Editions Fusionnees.2 Also, censorship is more strict
than in o th e r A fric a n c o u n trie s b e cau se of
Cameroon's political instability.
Andre Ngangue, director of the M inistry of
Information in Douala, said: “ The governm ent is

’ Peter Enahoro, "Africa's Besieged Press," Atlas World Press
Review, May, 1974, p. 56.
2Michel de Breteuil, interview, July 8,1974, in Paris. Subsequent
references refer to this interview.
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conscious that the news media are a very dangerous
instrum ent."3 Journalist Francois Evembe explained
that the government distrusts and controls the news
m ed ia b ecau se fre e m ed ia b elo ng to the
unconditional dem ocracies of North Am erican and
W estern European white super-developed societies.4
In other words, the Cam eroonian news media w ill be
free when Cam eroon is an industrial and dem ocratic
nation. At present, freedom of the press would cause
anarchy.
Governm ent district officers arbitrarily censor the
news before it is printed by the independent
newspapers. The two Cam eroon Tribunes and the
radio news broadcasts are not officially censored, but
the staffs are responsible for screening the news.
Engelbert Ngog-Hob, publisher and editor of the
daily Cam eroon Tribune, and Emmanuel M oudjih,
director of Radio-Cam eroon, said their staffs edit the
news to comply with the government policy.5 Both
avoided the word censorship. M oudjih summarized

3Andre Ngangue, interview, May 2,1974, in Douala. Subsequent
references refer to this interview.
4Francois Evembe, director of the government news agency,
ACAP, in Douala, interview, April 29,1974, in Douala. Subsequent
references refer to this interview.
5Engelbert Ngog-Hob and Emmanuel Moudjih, interview, April 19,
1974, in Yaounde. Subsequent references refer to this interview.

11

13

Montana Journalism Review, Vol. 1 [2015], Iss. 19, Art. 1
his situation with some hum or: "W hoever controls
the purse strings calls the tu n e." He and his staff
comply with government directives to focus news
broadcasts on government stories, such as openings
of buildings and officials who travel in the provinces,
and s t o r ie s a b o u t C a m e r o o n 's e c o n o m ic
development, such as new roads and job openings in
new industries.
M oudjih said:
We are technicians; we just obey orders. The
government wants to use the national news media to
accelerate the development of Cameroon and educate the
public. Our broadcasts teach people to get to work and
produce, tell them how to modernize agriculture, for
example, and encourage them to stay in the provinces
instead of gathering in the slums of Douala and Yaounde.
A few months ago the government asked us to revitalize
the African culture, so we replaced all foreign music by
African music. We try to develop a national identity.

"W e must highlight government goals," the
director of Radio-Buea, Ngiewih Asunkioan, said.6
The government directives are precise and must be
strictly followed by the journalists, who also are
g o vern m en t e m p lo ye s. In d e p e n d e n t-m in d e d
journalists are easily replaced. Evembe said he had set
a longevity record by being the director of the news
service, Agence Camerounaise de Presse, in Douala
since 1969.
All independent newspapers are censored. Editors
must give page proofs to the district officers, who have
three to four hours to censor them. When articles are
censored, the newspapers appear .with blank spaces.
Independent newspapers prefer prior restraint to
the post-publication seizures that were common until
1971. "For a word, a picture, an article, the police
would come and break our printing set up, which cost
the paper a lot of m oney," Father Jean Pierre Bayemi,
editor of L'Effort Cam erounais, said. Since 1971, when
the prior-restraint policy was adopted, L'Effort
Camerounais has been seized only once, when the
district officer was not at his post.
A special tribunal decided on seizures of
newspapers during the colonial period. Now an
incompetent government employe is in charge of
censoring, Jerome G w ellem , editor of the Cam eroon
Times, said, adding:
No ill-qualified individual who knows nothing about
journalism should censor a paper. Most of the time he
loses the coherence of the story he censors. The story does
not mean anything anymore.

The censors suppress all material "not conducive to
public peace," Gwellem said. This standard is so
vague, the censor is so incompetent and there is such
a fear of the news media that journalists never know
on what snake they are going to step.
6Ngiewih Asunkioan, interview, May 6,1974, in Buea. Subsequent
references refer to this interview.
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Jacques de Lestapis said: "W e are wary of every
news item ."7 He published in La Presse Du Cameroun
an unfavorable review about the performance of a
singer from Zaire and was told by a government
official that he must not criticize a foreign friend.
(Zaire and Cameroon are on good terms politically.)
Lestapis gave another example of arbitrary
harassment by officials: He received complaints from
a minister because he had sent a reporter to cover a
tribal feast (the minister explained that traditions must
be eliminated to give way to progress and national
unity). If one starts to make the news a personal affair,
journalists cannot report on anything because it
always is going to hurt somebody, Lestapis said. In
Cameroon, censorship is so arbitrary that it becomes a
simple matter of taste.

libel, sedition laws
The libel and sedition laws also are a form of
censorship because of Cameroon politics—one legal
political party running the government, making and
applying the law. "Nothing is printed that does not
please the governm ent," Gwellem said.
The Cameroon libel law forbids publication of
derogatory statements about an individual if they are
false. The defense is truth, fair comment or printing an
apology within a week after the accusation is made.
The sedition law forbids publications that could
incite the public against the government. Truth is no
defense against an accusation of sedition: "The
greater the truth, the greater the offense," Gwellem
said.
"W e must never criticize either individuals or the
institutions," Bayemi said. "W e can only print light
criticism if we put it in the form of hopes for
improvement mixed with a lot of admiring comments
on what exists already. For example, we write that
b ea u tifu l roads have been b u ilt sin ce the
independence, and we suggest that maybe they
should be repaired."
Journalists can avoid censorship if their reports are
understood by only a minority of readers. Bayemi said
a government official advised him to write his articles
with big words so most Cameroonians could not
understand them. Gwellem said his paper is not
censored as much as French-language newspapers
because only a third of the population can speak and
read English: "W e are more or less able to discuss any
topic if we do not break the sedition law ."
The prior-restraint practice probably will not be
modified soon. "The laws are archaic and should be
changed," Gwellem said. "I wrote memoranda to the

7Jacques de Lestapis, interview, May 6,1974, in Douala. Lestapis was
then publisher-editor of La Presse du Cameroun. Subsequent
references refer to this interview.
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Ministry of Information and to the m inister, but I
never received any answ er/'
All M inistry of Information officials deny that the
news media are censored, Lestapis said. Ngangue's
answer to a question about the existence of
censorship: “ O f course the press is free in Cam eroon,
and anyway there cannot be any press or circulation of
information if the media are not fre e ."
Since officials refuse to acknowledge their policy of
prior restraint, journalists cannot obtain relief from
censorship. “ The policy of the officials is to deny the
existence of our problems and so no progresses can
be m ade," Lestapis said. The censorship offices
officially are called “ Service of Public Freedom ."
“ We make sure what journalists print or broadcast is
true" is the official, all-redeem ing explanation for
what Ministry of Information officials call “ editing"
the news. Ngog-Hob went further and criticized the
inaccuracy of Western newspapers and radio stations,
which he said often propagate false information and
suppositions. In G w e lle m 'so p in io n ,“ thegovernm ent
does not allow a thousand thoughts."
The official and unofficial views about censorship
actually diverge on the answer to, “ W hy circulate
inform ation?" Most independent Cam eroonian
journalists share with Western journalists the belief
that circulating information is a goal in itself, w hile the
government regards news as a fuel that w ill accelerate
the development of Cam eroon. Ngangue and
Evembe explained that in Cam eroon the press is
educative rather than informative because the
government wants it that way. O fficially, government
employes do not pressure the news m edia; they refine
the flow of news to im prove its educative effect on
Cameroonians.
Herve Bourges, director of the Ecole Superieure
Internationale de Journalisme de Yaounde, upholds
to some extent the government's pressure on the
media, but he does not define guidelines for
censorship.8 He said:
The identity of the Cameroonian nation has to be
reinforced even if it is through censorship. The news
media are the impetus essential to the development of
African nations providing the media are defined better
and applied to the cause of development. The educative
role of the news media, which is important in advanced
societies, becomes capital in emerging countries. Indeed,
all collective transformations of mentalities and attitudes
are dependent on the news media. In countries where
there is no public opinion— according to the meaning
given to this term in Europe— except in very small circles, it
is way more urgent to explain and educate than to inform.9

The issue of development in Cam eroon is not part

8Herve Bourges, interview, April 23,1974, in Yaounde. Subsequent
references refer to this interview.
9Bourges, Reflexion sur le Role de la Presse en Afrique (Paris:
Institut Francais de Press, 1973), pp. 8-9.
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of the individual's life. The average Cameroonian
does not think about the necessity of developing his
country any more than the average American thinks
about personally stopping pollution. It is optimistic to
think that Cameroonians read the newspapers and
listen to the radio to educate themselves.
The government has adopted the role of the
schoolmaster who knows best and w ill force the
pupils to learn whatever their age. The people never
were asked what they expect from the news media
and what news they are interested in, according to
M oudjih.
The 6 million Cameroonian pupils do not seem to
like one-sided lectures. Some journalists said the
people are apathetic about the news media because
they know that most of what is printed or broadcast is
government propaganda. According to G w ellem ,
people know that the government is not telling the
truth:
They know that in the government news media
everything is pre-arranged so it is not interesting. A
newspaper is either a propaganda paper or it is a private
paper that stands on its own feet. The government media
are partial and not representative of the public. It is a one
way business.

It is obvious that if independent newspapers like
Cam eroon Tim es, V Effort Cam erounais, La Gazette
and Le C ourrier Sp ortif du Benin continue to publish,
it is because the public backs them. Independent
publishers have no other support. Bayemi explained
that government employes regard independent
papers as opposition papers because they present
another point of view on the news, not the
government's.

the Cameroon times
The Cam eroon Times contains one page of sports
news in its four pages. “ Sports news helps sell the
paper because people know sports events are truly
reported," Gw ellem said. “ Those are not reports the
government censors or falsifies and the people enjoy
reading about an event like a soccer game that they
have seen and can discuss."
The public also finds in the Cam eroon Times
editorials and local news stories that the government
news media do not carry or broadcast. Gwellem said
he writes the editorials, w hich deal with current
issues. To avoid accusations of libel, he does not
identify individuals, and he does not attack the
government for fear of the sedition law. However, he
editorially opposes social plagues such as abuse of
power by government employes.
Gwellem w rote: “ The Cam eroon Times calls for
drastic measures to be taken against any power-drunk
official who violates government policy, abuses his
13
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power in a naked bid to vent his vendetta against
citizens.” '10
Gwellem also condemns government corruption:
The Cameroon Times appeals to all corrupt people to
either resign their offices honourably or await doomsday
when slowly and steadily the machinery of the law will
catch up with them; they should feel for the taxpayers and
hearken to our leaders’ call so that we can purge society of
this evil.11

In one editorial he accused unnamed individuals of
speculating on the rice and sugar shortage in
Cam eroon: “ The situation in meeting local demands
has not improved and one begins to w onder why our
traders prefer to starve their own brothers at home
and feed people outside because of monetary
rew ard.” 12
Th e C a m e ro o n Tim es c o rre s p o n d e n ts — 15
a cc o rd in g to G w e lle m — c o v e r c rim in a l and
m isd e m e a n o r tria ls in th e En g lish -sp e a k in g
community. They also cover the local hospitals and
report on weddings, births, deaths of prom inent local
figures and accidents. Savory gossip from the Englishspeaking com m unity sometimes appears on the front
page. For exam ple, a “ talking boar” described by a
correspondent as “ wild and bizarre” reportedly
chased a woman from her farm and allegedly seized
her gown.13
The Cam eroon Tim es' extensive coverage of crimes
and trials, with pictures of the accused, was criticized
by a local police commissioner because he thought it
would prejudice the jury. Gw ellem reported the
commissioner's opinion and commented in an
editorial that emphasized the people's right to know
and the public duties of the press:
Publicity is not a privilege that can be denied to the
Press. It is a right. Except if the commissioner can quote
instances to warrant his statement, we of Cameroon Times
wish to state categorically that this statement is untenable
and it borders around trying to deprive the people of their
right of being truly and currently informed about matters
that concern the administration of justice in their own
society. The Press, as a vehicle of information, has its own
code of conduct.14

There is no general law of journalism in Cam eroon,
and the editor must decide what should or should not
be printed (keeping in mind censorship and the laws
on libel and sedition).
Gwellem said proudly that the public is his main
news source. His reporters often get the account of a
crim e from neighbors (the “ talking boar” story). The
10Jerome Gwellem, "Abuse of Power,” Cameroon Times, Sept. 4,
1974, p. 1.
11Gwellem, "War on Corruption,” ibid., Sept. 21, 1974, p. 1.
12Gwellem, "Sugar, Rice Shortage, What's the Future?” ibid.. Sept.
25,1974, p. 1.
13"Talking Boar Chases Woman; Seizes Dress,” ibid., Sept. 21,1974,
p. 1.
14Gwellem, "Can Published Pictures Influence Court Verdicts?”
ibid., p. 4.
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reliability of the source sometimes is questionable
because of sensationalism. “ Panic as Dead Woman
Awakes” 15 and “ Man Jailed for Sucking Blood” 16 are
examples of front-page headlines.
The vampire story was borrowed from Western
newspapers, because Gw ellem thinks such stories
appeal to his readers.
International news usually fills one column on the
third page. Gwellem said he wants the Cam eroon
Times to reflect the life of the English-speaking
com m unity, and he emphasizes econom ic stories
“ because [they are] important for people whose
income is minimal like here.” He used most of the
front page to report an increase in hospital charges.17
The Cam eroon Times usually prints on the second
page two columns of letters to the editor. The topics
are as varied as the individuals. The four letters in the
Sept. 4, 1974, issue concerned a demand to RadioBuea programmers to change the hour of a program
during which listeners request records, a protest
against the corruption of customs officers, a demand
for trained and neutral soccer referees and a
disagreement with an article about the quality of a
local soccer team.
Gw ellem receives many letters and asks that they be
signed. He prints letters whose authors disagree with
the authorities on minor issues: “ Very often it
concerns the appointment of so and so to an official
jo b .”
The Cam eroon Times does not oppose the
government politically (it could not), but it ignores the
government and the official news as much as it can.
Gwellem refuses to use the Agence Cam erounaise de
Presse as a news source because he thinks it is biased
and dull. Judging from the longevity of the Cam eroon
Times— it was started in 1960—and the fact that its
circulation is the largest among independent
newspapers, the paper is what English Cam eroonians
want— a mouthpiece.
The public also watches the newspaper for “ meaty
stories that the censorship officer has let go by
m istake,” Gw ellem said. Such occasions are rare, but
they result in the sale of all copies printed.
Gwellem said the duty of the press is to inform ,
educate and entertain. The Cam eroon Times does so,
in the colorful fashion of the English-speaking
community it serves, and it provides the public, left
out of the political process, with, a means of
expression.

the catholic weekly
in

L'Effort Cam erounais, the Catholic w eekly printed
Yaounde, sells 6,000 copies throughout the

15/b/d., Sept. 19, 1974, p. 1.
16/b/d., Sept. 4, 1974, p. 1.
17"Hospital Charges Go Up,” ibid., Sept. 14, 1974, p. 1.
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Cam eroon. Father Jean Pierre Bayemi said he presents
the news with more commentary than a daily
newspaper can provide:
When four men are executed, for example, I explain
why it happened. I state the law they broke and I show if
the results of this law are positive or negative. Our motto
and our program is to work with all Cameroonians for a
better future. One day L'Effort Camerounais will stop
publication undoubtedly. It will have died, God knows
why, but an eternal smile will mark its entrance in history if
it has brought a few key improvements on the ascending
way of a free Cameroon, prosperous and enjoyable to live
in for all Cameroonians.18

Bayemi reports news of national interest and writes
his analyses with the welfare of the people in mind.
The following topics w ere featured Dec. 20,1974: An
official gathering of farmers from Ngaoundere
province, m odernization of the Cam eroonian
railways, roads being built and the necessity of
continuous medical observation of pregnant wom en.
B ayem i also in fo rm s the 800,000 C a th o lic
Cameroonians about Catholic com m unity news, such
as nominations in the clergy and meetings of Catholicrun social and charitable institutions. Two pages are
devoted to international news and to sports news.
Bayem i said he c o u ld not a ffo rd A g e n ce
Camerounaise de Presse news stories. He has two
reporters who help cover African news, and he
sometimes reprints stories from foreign newspapers
and magazines.
“ Because of censorship, every article in the paper is
too serious,” Bayemi said. His editorials, under the
headline “ Free Comm ents from J .P . Bayem i,”
advocate only self-im provem ent. The public was fond
of a satirical colum n he wrote in the early 1960s,
Bayemi said. The column supposedly was written by a
naive Cam eroonian peasant.who did not understand
the post-colonial society and criticized trends, such as
government employes changing their last names to
sound as if they belonged to the same tribe as the
President. The peasant also asked for inexpensive
reforms and im provem ents, such as public lavatories
in the market squares of all towns. President Ahidjo
criticized the colum n, so it was discontinued. Bayemi
said: “ W e cannot print editorials like this now. The
President is too sure of him self. He does not tolerate
such things now .”
In its serious and somewhat stuffy form , L'Effort
appeals to cultured persons, who are rare in
Cam eroon— literacy is the only culture of the average
Cam eroonian.19

18Jean Pierre Bayemi, “ Some Keystone Improvements," L'Effort
Camerounais, Dec. 20, 1974, p. 3.
19Breteuil said that during colonial times the West African churchowned new spapers viru lently opposed the colonial
administration and sided with the population. The local one-party
government generally ended this militant journalism.
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L Effort had a deficit of 7 million Cameroon francs
($28,000) in 1974, Bayemi said. The Catholic Germ an
bishops lent money to the Cam eroonian bishops so
Bayemi could balance the budget of L'Effort within
three years. How ever, L'Effort's financial position
became worse because of a paper shortage and
inflation.
L Effort is too Cam eroon-oriented to appeal to the
white affluent community and too bland for the
average Cam eroonian to pay 50 FC (20 cents) to buy it,
so its future is precarious. A representative of the
Cam eroonian bishops was quoted by a Cam eroon
Tribune reporter in the Dec. 16,1974, issue as having
said that L'Effort would be tem porarily discontinued
because of financial problems and a new formula for
the newspaper was necessary.20
Th® bi-weekly /.a Gazette in Douala ha$ yet to prove
it can survive government pressure, inflation and
apathy toward news that readers know is censored.
La Gazette gives a picturesque and sometimes
gruesome rdsumd of the local news from Douala and
the Littoral province and international news that
indirectly concerns Cameroonians (for exam ple, an
article adapted from N ew sw eek about the possibility
the U.S. and its allies might start a war against oilproducing countries to reduce oil prices.21
The Cameroonian news generally includes a few
sports and econom ic stories of national interest
(creating a bank in Yaounde22) and several items from
Douala.
La Gazette reporters provide detailed coverage of
crimes and accidents in Douala. The Dec. 21, 1974,
issue included stories about a fight between military
personnel and civilians,23 a woman accused of
witchcraft and taken to court24 and an attempted rape
of a 5-year-old girl (the reporter identified her and
spared no details).25 There is a report of a fire:
Tounka Claude, alone in the house, lighted a candle and
went in his bedroom to do his homework. He came out a
moment later to go to the bathroom. That is when the
precariously-placed candle fell over his notes which took
fire; the flames spread to the plank walls and the whole hut
was rapidly engulfed in flames.26

La Gazette is bilingual, but English is used mostly on
the News Forum (editorial) page. W hen editorials are
not printed, the paper is all in French. Letters to the
editor, printed on the News Forum page, are usually
from English-speaking Cameroonians.

“ “ L'Effort Camerounais stoppe Temporairement," Cameroon
Tribune daily, Dec. 16, 1974, p. 4. cols. 4-5.
21"Can the U. S. and Their Allies Start a War for O il?" La Gazette,
Dec. 21, 1974, pp. 1 and 6.
22"A Bank Created by Cameroonians,” ibid., p. 2.
23E. Efoua, “ Violent Streetfight," ibid., p. 2.
24J.P. Ekoola, "A Story of Witchcraft," ibid., p. 3.
“ Dobell, “Attempted Rape on a Five-Year-Old," ibid., p. 3.
“ Efoua, “ Fire Due to Imprudence,” ibid., p. 3.
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A journalist using the pseudonym Davy Sparkles
writes editorial satires under the headline “ Times Try
Men's Soul." Here is what he wrote about
inflation—especially about the fact that wage
increases cannot match food prices if unscrupulous
persons continue to speculate about food shortages:
More grease to your elbows, our able government, and
down with cheats and those who want to capitalize on us
because of the little increase we have now been promised
by gov't. . . . My editor has just warned me against ever
asking him any increase of salary for, as he puts it, The
Gazette has just started. I too have warned him that failing
to increase my wages, I shall take him to the wage inspector
and we two shall dig it out there. My editor said he shall
take an envelope to the inspector and I shall be the loser.
What a wonderful world.27

In the absence of opinion polls, this letter to La
Gazette may indicate what the public thinks about
Cameroon journalism :
The creation of another newspaper, The Gazette, to me
presents a journalistic epitome worth emulating by others.
Cameroon has for long been starved of many newspapers
which we very much long for, and such could be
government-controlled, privately owned, with entirely
independent views, but all working toward the same goal,
which is the goal of national reconstruction. Bravo and
long life to The Gazette for the good of Cameroon.28

le courrier sportif
Henri Jong, the publisher and editor of Le C ourrier
Sportif, wrote in an editorial that he was trying to bring
out the truth about sports: “ We have always sustained
this fight bravely because we think that the
atmosphere of sports in which the Cameroonian
youth is born, lives and grows up should be a healthy
atm osphere."29 That editorial appeared on the 19th
anniversary of Le C ourrier Sportif, and Jong observed
that after 19 years it was difficult to achieve his goal
and keep publishing: “ For a newspaper like ours with
practically no means, these past nineteen years were
years of difficulties, efforts and sacrifices. They were
years of d e sp e ra te , u n e q u al and e xh au stin g
contest."30
Jong writes and edits all the copy. Le C ourrier
Sportif is printed on a cylinder press in Jong's printing
shop, which employs 25 persons. An editorial usually
appears on the front page. “ O ne is still allowed to
print critics of sports events," Jong said. He wrote
editorials about the scandal of the African Soccer
Cup—the referees' decisions were questioned—and
about some stadium employes who tampered with
the receipts.

27"Times Try Men's Soul,'' ibid., Aug. 21, 1974, p. 2.
28E.T. Ndifang, letter from the "Letter Box" column, ibid., p. 2.
29Henri Jong, Le Courrier Sportif, April 8, 1974, p. 1.
i0lbid.
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Jong said he had been sued because of his
editorials, but he always had won the case because he
did not name individuals and thus could not be found
guilty of libel.
Le C ourrier Sportif contains about three pages of
local sports news written by Jong from information
provided by spectators. He also uses scores broadcast
by Radio-Cameroon.
The newspaper carries some international sports
news, some legal announcements— births, weddings
and obituaries—and a satirical column in pidgin
(vernacular) about town gossip. The national daily
cannot compete with Le C ourrier Sportif, he
explained, because the daily is distributed in Douala at
about 11 a.m ., while his paper is sold on the streets at 7
a.m. Tuesdays and contains weekend sports results.
Jong said competition with the government media,
especially Radio-Cam eroon, is draining the small
resources of the independent publishers. He hopes
independent publishers will become stronger when
and if some graduates of the Ecole Superieur
Internationale de Journalism de Yaounde start their
own newspapers. However, the government decides
what is best for the Cameroonian media.
English-speaking journalists have a little more
freedom to express their opinions than do their
French-speaking colleagues, but the government's
view is the one heard most often.
“ I have high regard for the English press and its
objectivity," Gwellem said. “ Here press freedom will
come after 3,000 years of fighting. The French have left
their journalistic tradition and that means control of
what is printed. The Cameroonian government is
interested in the news media to control them ."
Gwellem thinks the government should borrow funds
to aid the progress and development of the news
media.
The government controls news-media sources
through its news agency, Agence Camerounaise de
Presse (AC A P), and makes it almost impossible for
independent journalists to obtain information. The
government established ACAP Jan. 20, 1960.
ACAP has a monopoly on receiving and distributing
national and international news. Its policy:
ACAP will research in Cameroon the elements of a
complete and objective information with all the
appropriate means, receive a constant service of
international news for which it has the national exclusivity
by convention or contract with the international wire
services, sell this national and international information to
all private or public users. ACAP must help promote the
broadcasted and printed media.

ACAP receives Agence France Presse, Reuters,
TASS and United Press International. It sends news
through the Cameroonian embassies in Washington,
New York, Ottawa, Brussels, Bonn, London, Addis
Ababa, M oscow and Paris.
The director, Ngog-Hob, employs 80 persons to
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gather news. There are offices in each of the seven
provinces. Governm ent employes trained on the job
gather the news and send it by wire to the Yaounde
main office. For exam ple, the director of the AC A P
bureau in Douala, Francois Evembe, covers the
Littoral province, 85,000 square kilom eters, with 23
correspondents
attached
to
local-government
officials. Most ACAP reports from the provinces
concern official cerem onies, inaugurations and
banquets and little if any investigative reporting.
ACAP filters or “ molds” the news, according to
Ngog-Hob. He assigns priority to news that shows the
economic progress of Cameroon and can give the
nation “ the dynamic of developm ent.” AC AP
distributes stories that show that the government is
working to improve the economy.
ACAP promotes Cameroon unity by gathering news
from throughout the nation, but it does not distribute
complete and objective information from inside and
outside Cameroon. It blacked out news of a coup
attempted in the spring of 1974 against the Gabon
government.31 Evembe acknowledged the blackout
and contended that news of the coup was irrelevant to
Cameroonians and unim portant: “ Besides, the
government of Gabon won and is still in place.”
ACAP offices in the provinces provide an official
account of activities in the vast Cameroon territory,
which is unopened to civilization and the media. The
geography helps ACAP correspondents ignore news
that the government does not want disseminated.
I was informed by Cam eroonian friends in A p ril,
1974, that the Cam eroonian and Nigerian armies were
fighting for possession of border territories where oil
had been found, but I did not find reports of the
fighting in the newspapers published during that
period.
Nor did ACAP distribute reports about the break in
at an Edea army camp and the stealing of weapons in
the last week of A p ril, 1974. A French businessman
told me about the break in, because I asked him why
the police searched my car when I went to Edea May 1,
1974. Everyone in Edea and the surrounding province
must have learned about the theft, for the police
actively tried to recover the weapons—Cameroonians
from Edea told me that for weeks the police searched
all cars leaving or entering the town. How ever, no
news of the event or its repercussions was seen or
heard in the media. The public was informed better
and quicker by the street rumors or “ Arab wire
service,” as the French call it.
Comparatively little information appears in the
news media, the second editor of the party w eekly
publication, M r. Kwi Shwe, said.32 Most news spreads
rapidly by word of mouth in the streets.
31Rumors of the attempted coup reached the European community
in Cameroon in March, 1974.
32Kwi Shwe, interview, April 24, 1974, in Yaounde.
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The appearance of the ACAP offices in Yaounde
indicates that the government duly appreciates the
importance of having one national agency controlling
distribution of news to the media. The building is new,
the offices are clean and in the director’s office sounds
are muffled by leather-padded doors.
Because only the national media—the radio and the
two Cam eroon Tribunes— use AC A P, it was difficult to
believe Ngog-Hob when he said the ACAP budget
was balanced and he did not draw money from the
Treasury except in case of hardship.

additional revenue source
ACAP has a small additional source of revenue: It
publishes wire copy in a daily stenciled bulletin, which
costs 100 FC (60 cents) and is distributed mostly to
European businessmen who subscribe to it. The
A gen ce Cam erounaise de Presse bulletin is written in
French and English and averages 40 pages an issue. It
covers equally national and international news and
has a circulation of about 2,500. Ngog-Hob said the
ACAP bulletin was published to compensate for the
fact there is only one daily newspaper. In summary,
ACAP provides a trickle of purified news because it
lacks competent personnel and freedom of action.
The government's most damaging policy against the
news media is the game of hide-and-seek officials play
with journalists instead of informing the press about
what is going on in the government and in Cameroon.
Since the government controls the nation's political,
economic and social life, government employes are
the main news sources. But they do not cooperate
with journalists because they are “ more authoritarian
and less ta lk a tiv e than the F re n ch co lo n ia l
government,” Evembe explained.
Government and administration officials are afraid
to make a public blunder or do not want to inform the
press. As a result, “ there are no news sources and no
information in Cam eroon,” according to M r. Jean
Francois Prause, Agence France Presse correspondent
in Cam eroon.33 O ther journalists in Cameroon
support Prause's judgment. “ The press secretaries
attached to all ministries are always the last ones to be
informed of what is happening in their m inistry,”
Jacques de Lestapis said. When Father Jean Pierre
Bayemi asked the ministries to send him data on the
progress achieved by the Cameroon nation since its
independence (because he wanted to put out a
special edition of L'Effort in 1971 to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of independence), he received three thin
folders from three ministries: Agriculture, Cattle
Breeding, and Tourism.
33Jean Francois Prause, interview, April 23, 1974, in Yaounde.
Subsequent references refer to this interview.
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The Ministry of Information and Documentation is
of little service to the press. It comprises a dozen dirty
offices, where I saw some employes sleeping and
where stacks of papers gather dust. Bayemi said he
sometimes buys photographs from the Information
and Press Department because they are cheap, "but
the employes have to be in a good mood to provide
them .” Nor is the documentation service much help.
The newspapers and magazines it receives from
around the w orld, plus the local newspapers, pile up
in a two-room shed where "eight employes cannot
keep up with the filing w o rk,” according to M r. M .
Barga, treasurer of the documentation service.34
The competence of the Ministry of Information staff
is limited. According to Lestapis, E. N djilrinya,
Department of Information and Press director who
works directly under the minister, does not have a
high school diploma. As I was waiting to see
Ndjilrinya, his secretary let me know that she did not
know how to use a phone directory.
Ndjilrinya said he employs about 80 correspondents
in the provincial capitals: "As director, my goal is to
distribute information under the form of photographs
and written reports in Cameroon and abroad.” 35 The
M inistry of Information publishes the monthly
Cam eroon Inform ation, a bilingual magazine for
foreigners and for Cameroonians studying abroad. It
is a kind of sales pitch on Cam eroon development. No
doubt the same type of news is provided to foreign
journalists whom Ndjilrinya said he must "g uid e”
while they are in Cam eroon.
A ll h ig h -ra n kin g g o v e rn m e n t e m p lo yes in
journalism — like N djilrinya, Ngog-Hob, M oudjih and
Ngangue—gave me interviews, but they usually were
secretive. They were careful not to deviate from the
official view whatever the topic. They seemed open,
especially M oudjih and Ngog-Hob, who received
master's degrees in journalism in Canada and France.
However, they refused to let me talk with their
employes and regarded my request as a personal
offense. "M y reporters cannot tell you more than I
can,” M oudjih said, and Ngog-Hob gave strict orders
that I could not communicate with the personnel who
helped him plan the publication of Cam eroon
Tribune, which was to appear in June.
Apparently only the top man in a government
agency may speak to the press. And if high-ranking
government journalists are that secretive, one can
imagine the kind of cooperation reporters get from
other officials.
Lestapis said that in A p ril, 1974, journalists
complained to President Ahidjo that they could not
get information from officials and noted that the
President's trip to Europe was announced in the

34M. Barga, interview, April 23, 1974, in Yaounde.
35E. Ndjilrinya, interview, April 23, 1974, in Yaounde.
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European media but not in the Cameroonian media.
The President said no media employes would know
when he takes a trip.
Ahidjo has about two press conferences a year and
his ministers one a month, Lestapis said, but the
meetings are useless. Prause described a press
conference he attended in A p ril, 1974: There were 70
journalists in the room, 60 from the AC A P. A minister
(he did not say which one) made a brief speech in
English and offered to translate it, but most of the
reporters said that was not necessary. Then for three
hours he read his answers to a few questions
presented beforehand by the M inistry of Information.
The text of his initial speech was not distributed
because only two copies were available.
Prause said journalists cannot report political news
other than official receptions at the President's palace
and official government meetings. Journalists are not
supposed to seek the news, and they take a big risk if
they do. Two Agence France Presse correspondents
were expelled—one in 1972 and one in 1974— before
Prause got his job in February, 1974. Lestapis explained
that Prause's predecessor sent to Paris the text of an
interview he had with an official, who later said it was
off the record and had the correspondent expelled.36
"Prause has learned the lesson,” Lestapis said. He
asked Prause in April, 1974, to investigate a rumor that
several Chinese technicians had arrived in Cameroon
and Prause refused, saying he did not want to
endanger his position by investigating anything that
could be politically colored.

between the lines
The history of Cameroonian journalism does not
include bloody repression as in Uganda, w here a
Catholic newspaper editor was strangled, shot and left
handcuffed to the steering wheel of his burned car.37
Cameroonian journalists have learned to make the
best of the information they can report.
Bayemi said: "M y friends advise me to fold up the
newspaper because what I can do is not journalism ,
but I think it is important to say things between the
lines, say things even if they are diluted and sugarcoated.”
Gwellem said he tries to get the news out because
he believes in the people's right to know. He has been
jailed three times: "Sometimes I won my case,
sometimes I had to pay a fin e .” Because the public is
Gwellem 's main news source, he has fewer problems
in gathering information than do his French-speaking
colleagues.
"It is typical of African English newspapers to

36The government checks on foreign correspondents when their
copy is received on ACAP wires.
37Enahoro, op c/t., p. 46.
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consider that the acts of the people are more
important than the acts of government officials/'
Breteuil explained when asked to contrast the French
and English Cam eroonian presses, "Fo r exam ple,
instead of covering the administrative aspect of a
government official's public appearance, the English
paper will comment on the crowd scuffle before the
barriers."
Some foreign correspondents in Cam eroon said
they could get the information they needed through
unofficial sources and personal relationships. "A s far
as news sources are concerned, only personal
relationships co unt," A. Valeri, TASS correspondent,
said. "News conferences are inefficient because the
ministers are afraid of stating something that w ill not
please the President."38

The Reuters correspondent, Daniel M ongoue, a
Cam eroonian, said he can get all the information he
needs from the government.39 Valeri and M ongoue
do not do political investigative reporting. Valeri said
he concentrates on Cameroon social news. Mongoue
said the government never has reprimanded him in 15
years.
In 1974 greater freedom to get and report the news
appeared unlikely, but there were indications that the
young Cameroonians who go to Yaounde University
and eventually will hold responsible jobs w ill not
accept secrecy as the older generation does and will
not fear the government as much. The students went
on strike in Decem ber, 1973, because the government
tried to interfere with the awarding of university
scholarships.

38A. Valeri, interview, April 23, 1974, in Yaounde.

39Daniel Mongoue, interview, April 23, 1974, in Yaounde.

That Missoula Editor*
Isn't that Missoula editor a blooming
lilac? We didn't mind it when once a
week our tender thoughts crept into his
dyspeptic tract without credit; but,
when it comes every day, and as on the
16th two or three times in one issue, we
rear back our fundam ent and roar. We
never prided ourselves on the length,
b r e a d t h , depth and g e n e r a l
architecture of our editorial gems; but
if they are worth repeating they are
worth crediting. W e are not running
any Missoula edition of the River Press,
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and we don't want our glittering
literary gems pirated, garbled or
published entire without due credit, by
some sad-eyed and sway-backed son of
a Sadducee who never had even a
fragment of a thought of his own and
w ho d o n 't kn o w th e d iffe re n c e
between a rotten codfish and the glory
of God.
•This broadside appeared originally in the Fort Benton
(Mont.) River Press in 1892 and was reprinted in the Jan. 23,
1892, Missoula (Mont.) Gazette. It was contributed by Miss
Rose Rossbach of Missoula.
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Lee's Purchase of the Anaconda Dailies
By D O N A N D E R S O N
The author, now retired, was in charge o f the 1959 purchase o f the
Anaconda Company dailies by Lee Enterprises, Inc. These
comments were made at a panel discussion Aug. 16,1975, in Great
Falls at the annual convention o f the Montana Press Association.
M r. Anderson was vice president o f Lee Enterprises, president o f
the Lee Newspapers o f Montana from 1959 to 1967, and publisher o f
the Wisconsin State Journal at Madison. He was a high school editor
in Bozeman, where he also w orked on w eekly and daily
newspapers. M r. Anderson is a life m em ber o f the Butte Press Club
and an honorary life m em ber o f the Montana Press Association. His
article " The Economics o f Success" appeared in the 1968 Montana
Journalism Review.

The details of Lee's purchase of the Anaconda
Company newspapers could be expanded into a fairly
large book. I'll try to condense the more important
facts into the 15 minutes allotted me.
On Jan. 1,1959, Phil Adler, then Lee's executive vice
president and later president, phoned me from his
home in Davenport, Iowa, to say it was rumored that
the Anaconda Company was preparing to sell its
newspapers.
"You are our Montana expert,'' he said, "so why
don't you look into it?''
That "expert" title was a bit of a joke with my
colleagues. I was more of a "n u t" on the subject of
Montana, because I had lived and worked in Madison,
Wis., for nearly 50 years, and any expertise I possessed
on the subject was largely ephemeral. However, I was
born on a ranch in the Gallatin Valley, had gone
through grade and high school in Bozeman and two
years of college at Montana State, and had fished and
taken pack trips and vacationed all over the state
almost every summer in that period. I had a lot of
friends out here. I had followed politics and
economics in a casual way, but I was more of a
dilettante than an expert.
20
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So I did look into the rumor. Jim Dickey, general
manager of the Anaconda newspapers, confirmed it
and told me to write to C . Jay Parkinson, then general
counsel and later president of Anaconda, who was in
charge of the sale and could be reached at Company
headquarters, 25 Broadway, New York City. I wrote to
Mr. Parkinson and got a polite invitation to visit him. I
went to New York within a few weeks. Parkinson gave
me a friendly reception. He expJained the ground
rules on which the sale would be made. He said there
were several bidders, and he would be glad to have us
join them.
I interrupted at this point and told him if it was to be
an auction-block deal, Lee would have to bow out at
the start. I knew who most of the others w ere, and
nearly all had more money than we had.
Parkinson laughed, said Anaconda expected to get
a fair price, but the papers would not necessarily go to
the highest bidder: "W e want to sell to someone who
will give Montana a good press, someone who knows
how to run newspapers in cities our size."
I told him we could qualify.
The ground rules were simple:
We could visit the papers, meet the people in
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charge, size up the physical properties.
If, after that, we still were interested, he would
make the Company books available for our auditors.
There was to be no dealing through brokers.
Whoever bought the newspapers should take the
whole bundle and try to operate them successfully.
He wanted no piecemeal deals.
We went through all of these steps. We visited the
papers. We audited the books. I made five or six trips
to New York to visit with Parkinson. In April, 1959, we
submitted our bid. M r. Parkinson told me to mail it to
him, but I said I wanted to bring it in person and
explain how we arrived at our figures. I wanted him to
know that this was as high as we could go without
milking the newspapers, and we refused to do that.
He agreed, and I took our offer to New York.
At this point I want to say a good word for
Anaconda. In all our dealings, they were decent,
considerate people. They lived up to every promise
they made. There was no fancy w ork, no dealing
under the table. Having been reared in Montana
where the Anaconda Company was considered an
ogre that ate babies for breakfast, I was surprised and
pleased. I had expected trouble but ran into none.
After submitting our bid, we had about three
nervous weeks because we heard nothing from New
York. Parkinson had told me he had everything from
us he needed and not to bother him. It was a constant
temptation to pick up the phone and ask what was
happening, but we resisted.
In early May, Anaconda sent word that Lee was the
successful bidder and to come to New York with our
lawyers to sign a contract. It took the lawyers two days
to work out details, while the rest of us sat around and
visited with Parkinson. At one point I started to laugh
and he asked what amused me. I said, "You know, Jay,
I've been coming here for the last four months always
wondering what kind of strings you would put on this
deal. Here we are about to sign and no strings have
shown up. W e're relieved because we could not have
accepted any."
"There are no strings," he replied. "A ll we expect
you to do is be as fair to us as you would be to any
other corporation or business."
I assured him that was easy.
The newspapers were the property of the Fairmont
Corporation, a wholly owned subsidiary of the
Anaconda Company. We acquired all 15,190 shares of
Fairmont for $5,700,000 plus a few odd dollars. This
included all of the stock of the papers in Missoula and
Butte, 66.6 per cent of Billings, 88.3 per cent of Helena,
94.6 per cent of Livingston. It also included a few other
corporations. Even the Company officers in New York
did not know of what they consisted, and it took a lot
of digging by us to find out. There was a vacant lot in
Helena all incorporated and everything. There was a
gold mine, and we never did discover where it was.
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Supposedly, there was a weekly paper in Superior, but
when we got into that, we discovered it was only a lien
on an old press. We sold our interest in that for a few
hundred dollars and liquidated the corporation.
Best of all, there was in Helena an old brick building
that we were told was a house of ill fame. Doc Bowler
insists that is an error—that Big Ida really operated out
of another building. I refuse to let Bowler's love of
accuracy spoil my story. Forthreeorfo urm onthsuntil
we sold it, I boasted I was president of a company that
maintained at least the premises of a cathouse. It gave
me tremendous prestige in certain broad-minded
circles in Madison, Wis.

management changes
On June 1, 1959, we took over the ownership and
management of the papers in six Montana cities. The
grapevine had been busy and nearly everyone in the
state, especially newspaper employes, knew the
papers had been sold. We refused to confirm or
comment for what probably was a sentimental reason.
Many papers have been bought and sold, and too
often the employes knew nothing about it until they
read it in their own paper. This didn't seem fair. Loyal
employes should not be sold down the river in that
fashion. Also, it seemed important that these same
employes should have a chance to look us over, to
learn what our organization was and how it worked.
We divided our publishers and managers into teams
of two or three each, and each city had a team on hand
at 11 a.m. June 1. In one department at a time, the bell
was rung and the manager introduced us. O ur story
was a simple one: We said Lee had bought the papers
and here we are to take over. Look us over and ask any
questions. There were many.
The Lee Syndicate, as it generally was known at that
time, was a loose federation of 10 daily and Sunday
newspapers in nine Midwest cities, plus a few radio
and television stations. Each paper was individually
incorporated, and each had different groups of
stockholders. We were not big or nationally known
like Hearst and Scripps, but we usually were well
thought of in the industry. Lee was virtually unknown
in Montana.
That was Lee in 1959. We had to borrow a lot of
money to buy the Montana papers, and the banks
insisted all the separate corporations be put under
one roof. That brought the merger that formed Lee
Enterprises. This state was organized as the Lee
Newspapers of Montana, a wholly owned subsidiary.
When the minority stockholders out here were
convinced they were better off Joining the parent
company, Montana was merged with the others.
That's the corporate structure today. The early
21
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tradition of autonomy was followed. If the editorial
policies of the Missoulian and the Billings Gazette
confuse you, just remember that each editor and
publisher sets his own policies. The fact that they
seldom agree is well illustrated in their product.
The central office in Davenport is staffed with
experts in the new technologies of this business, in
taxes and finance, in personnel and advertising. You'll
note there are no editors in this list. All of these men
are subject to call. Believe me, in this complicated day
and age, they are called on often.
To our surprise, we found in Montana a large
reservoir of able men and wom en, eager to learn new
methods and do a good job. They hadn't moved to
greener fields because they loved Montana and
wanted to live here. In the first few years, Lee had to
bring only one man from the Midwest to the
management team. The others learned their lessons
quickly. Many are still on the job here today. In fact,
instead of being carpetbaggers, lopping off heads and
filling the jobs with our pets, the opposite has taken
place. In just a few years, the new programs and
innovations introduced into Montana proved more
successful than many being used in the Midwest.
Today many Montanans are running many of the
Midwest newspapers— men like Lloyd Scherm er,Tom
W illiams, Jim Burgess, Roger Kirk, Ron Semple, Tony
Tatarka and a dozen others. They are somewhat
affectionately—and somewhat derisively—known as
the "M ontana M afia."
And what of the Anaconda Company? Most of you
know how the Lee papers here function today. Some
of you who were around 16 years ago will remember
what they were like then. The sins of Anaconda were
more those of omission than of commission. It wasn't
so much what they put in the papers that was w icked.
It was what they left out. M ine accidents and miners'
strikes never got into print. Candidates unfavorable to
the Company just didn't get their names in the paper
unless they broke some law and were arrested. A
governor who was a Company favorite went on a
spree in New Orleans and was arrested for
drunkenness. His picture from behind the bars
appeared in the Great Falls Tribune and the Spokane
Spokesm an-Review but not in Billings, Missoula,
Livingston, Butte, or Helena, whose papers carried no
mention of the incident.
Started or bought as a political weapon during the
war of the copper kings, the newspapers by the 1930s
had become more of a toy, a plaything that the
Company officers didn't quite know how to use.
There were few hard and fast rules sent down from
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above. Should a question of policy arise, a quick call
from the newsroom of the Butte Standard to the sixth
floor of the Hennessy Building could answer it. The
other editors read the Standard carefully every
morning and knew just how to conduct themselves.

a major weakness
I hope I'm not unfair. The Anaconda Company
officers were decent, hard-working and law-abiding
citizens. They had just one big weakness: They were
not
n e w sp a p e rm e n .
E n g in e e rs, g eo lo g ists,
accountants, bankers are wonderful in their
fields— but they're not newspapermen. They
understood their obligations to their stockholders,
but they didn't understand their responsibility to
society. The Bill of Rights meant little to them. They
could not run responsible newspapers any more than
we could run mines or banks.
Why did they decide to sell the newspapers?
Chairman of the Board Clyde W eed, an old Butte
hand, told me they had discovered that the
newspapers were hurting them more than they
helped. Montanans generally, with no special gripe
against A n a co n d a , n e ve rth e le ss resented its
ownership of the state's press. Weed had studied the
problem, and from all quarters came the advice—sell!
W hy did they select Lee as the buyer?
I have some theories but no proofs. O ur team did a
tough sales job and Anaconda bought it. I imagine
there have been times during the past 16 years when
they wished they had looked elsewhere.
I honestly believe the end result has been good for
Anaconda. No longer is that company the state's
favorite whipping boy. You have much more
attractive targets.
I believe our purchase of these newspapers has
been good for Montana. In the 16 years I have been
watching this ball game, as a participant or from the
sidelines, I have seen a healthy growth of civic
responsibility and participation in»several of the state's
cities. I have observed a growing awareness among
Montana citizens that government not only should be
but can be honest. I have sensed a growing feeling out
here that Montana can move into the 20th Century
without losing many of the strengths of the 19th. I
believe the press of the state has been a major
influence in achieving all of this.
It certainly has been good for Lee Enterprises—and
we are grateful.
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Political Cartoons in the Butte Reveille
By

DAN

L AG RA NDE

The author, who received his master's degree in 1971 from the
Montana School o f Journalism , is a news announcer for KGW -TV in
Portland, O re. This article is a chapter from his thesis, " Voice o f a
C opper King: A Study o f the Butte Reveille, 1903-1906." Mr.
LaGrande w orked as a news announcer for KG V O -TV in Missoula
and KREM -TV in Spokane b efore m oving to Portland in 1972. He has
a B.A. degree from San Francisco State College.

The Reveille was a small voice among the booming,
vocal daily newspapers that vied for attention during
the Butte copper war. But it made itself heard in the
journalistic cacophony by catching the reader's eye
w ith p o litica l ca rto o n s, w h ic h becam e its
trademark—huge, bold, caustic cartoons that often
covered much of the front page. The cartoons
maligned the enemies of the Reveille's ow ner, copper
magnate F. Augustus Heinze, and extolled his causes.
Political cartoons became popular in magazines
following the Civil W ar, but they did not gain wide
acceptance in newspapers until the 1896 election.
According to one historian, “ The first quarter of the
t w e n t ie t h c e n t u r y w as a g o ld e n ag e fo r
cartoonists” —the era provided the elements of the
political cartoon: Simple issues that could be easily
illustrated and persons who could be satirized.1
Good political cartoons, however, required more
than simple issues and enticing subjects. O ne study of
19th C e n tu ry illu stra tio n s id e n tifie d th re e
requirements for effective political cartoons: 1) Wit or
humor should be evident and more than mere comic
effect achieved by exaggeration; 2) The cartoon
should be truthful, or at least present one side of
truth; characters should be easily recognizable—their
personal traits should be delineated but not heavily

’Edwin Emery, The Press and America (Englewood Cliffs, N. J.:
Prentice-Hall, Inc., 1962), pp. 570-571.
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distorted or misrepresented; 3) The cartoon should
exemplify a moral purpose and a quality of
universality; the artist's strong convictions should be
reflected in his w ork.2
Those are demanding standards achieved by only a
few cartoonists. The study recognized that political
cartoons often failed because the artist indulged in
excessive partisanship and abusive treatment of his
su b je ct.
M any
artists
suffered
from
overproduction—it is difficult to draw a good cartoon
every day. Others could not draw w ell, and some were
unprincipled men who sold their talents to the highest
bidder.3
Political cartoons flourished when great issues
existed—war, slavery, trusts—and when dominant
figures rose to power—Jackson, Lincoln, Theodore
Roosevelt. Most cartoons in the 19th Century
reflected a conservative outlook; they did not depict
radical alternatives to social problems. For example,
they suggested that conciliation was better for the
labor movement than battle. Cartoons attacked the
trusts but did not offer alternatives to economic
monopoly.4
Technological advances as well as strong issues

2Allan Nevins and Frank Weitenkampf, A Century of Political
Cartoons (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1944), pp. 9-11.
31bid., p. 11.
4lbid., pp. 16-17.
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p ro p e lle d carto o n s into w id e sp re a d use in
newspapers by 1900. Zinc etchings began to replace
woodcuts, which took a long time to produce.
Illustrations could be reproduced in four hours by
etching on zinc plates with acid. Illustrations were
used widely until the development of the halftone
photoengraving process, when photographers began
to replace artists on most newspapers.5
During the brief but vibrant reign of the cartoonists,
good artists were in great demand. Most newspapers
did not have staff artists, so when they added cartoons
t h e y had to r e c r u i t t a l e n t f r o m o t h e r
sources—primarily w eekly and monthly magazines.
The magazine artists received lucrative offers from
newspapers.6
But newspaper editors discovered, to their
consternation, that a big salary did not necessarily
assure loyalty. Competing dailies dangled even larger
paychecks before the top cartoonists, who frequently
left new employers for yet more money. According to
one w riter:
In those hectic days of journalistic rivalry cartoonists
changed their connections with such kaleidoscopic
frequency that it is impossible to assign definite
affiliations to more than one or two. Many changed a
dozen times in the decade.7

Butte and Anaconda newspapers also recruited
artists to provide illustrations and cartoons. John
Durston, editor of the Standard, brought three artists
to Anaconda in the late 1890s.8 In the 1900 election,
the Standard opposed the Fusion party formed by
W illiam A. Clark and Heinze. The paper's artist
portrayed Clark as a dishonest opportunist, buying
votes with boodle and political payoffs. Cartoons also
appealed to the reader's sense of honesty and
decency, urging him not to vote for a convicted
briber.9

butte artists changed jobs
The Butte M in er, Inter M ountain and Reveille also
hired cartoonists. Like their colleagues on the big city
dailies, the Butte artists often changed jobs. Some
bounced among papers in Butte. Others left town,
presumably for more lucrative jobs. Several did not
remain in Butte long enough to be listed in the annual
city directory.
The Reveille employed at least five different
cartoonists between 1900 and 1905. T. O . M cG ill and

5Emery, op. cit., pp. 405-408.
6William Murrell, A History of American Graphic Humor, II (New
York: The Macmillan Company, 1938), pp. 129-130.
7lbid., p. 135.
8John P. Fought, "John Durston, Editor: The Anaconda Standard in
the Clark-Daly Feud," unpublished M. A. thesis, University of
Montana, 1959, p. 168.
Vbid., pp. 84-93.
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Tom Thurlby drew cartoons during the 1900 election;
M cGill also wrote articles warning of Standard O il
schemes to crush Heinze and C lark.10
Following the 1900 election, local cartoons
disappeared from the Reveille. In August, 1902,
cartoons by M cGill reappeared. Another artist, A. F.
W illm arth, worked for the Reveille from September to
November, 1902. The Reveille also reprinted cartoons
from the New York journal and other major
newspapers.11
The p attern was rep eated a fte r the 1902
election—local cartoons vanished until the Reveille's
next major campaign. W hen the paper announced
plans for a mass meeting in its issue of November 27,
1903, it added a front-page cartoon. The artist,
identified only as “ de. Q .," remained with the
Reveille one month. O n January 1, 1904, Alfred H.
Dutton joined the paper and drew cartoons for the
Reveille (and later the Butte Evening N ews)
throughout 1904. In January, 1905, Dutton returned to
the M in er, for which he had worked during the 1900
campaign.12
Dutton's career illustrates the versatility and shifting
allegiances of cartoonists on Butte papers during the
copper war. In 1900 he promoted the Clark-Heinze
ticket; in 1904 he attacked Clark and Amalgamated; in
1905 he vilified H e in z e and em b raced the
Amalgamated cause.
After Dutton rejoined the M in er, the Reveille was
without a staff artist. The paper continued to reprint
from metropolitan dailies the cartoons of widely
known artists, in c lu d in g H o m er Dav en por t,
Frederick Burr O pper, T. E. Powers and J. Campbell
Cory. The cartoons dealt with national issues, and the
Reveille no longer provided bold caricatures of local
personalities.
The Reveille used cartoons to attract readers and to
supplement its crusades on Heinze's behalf, and they
had six major themes during the Heinz eAmalgamated fight. Although the paper frequently
changed cartoonists, it maintained a remarkable
continuity of purpose and subject matter in its
cartoons.
The first theme centered on Heinze, portraying him
as Montana's defender against the Standard O il
copper trust.
Dutton was a good artist. His caricatures of Heinze
and Standard O il executive H. H. Rogers (Figure 1) are
well done, although he slightly exaggerated John D.
R o ck ef el le r' s gaunt features. (The R e v e ille
consistently misrepresented John D. Rockefeller as
the head of the “ Standard O il copper trust." W illiam
G . Rockefeller was a founder and officer of the

10Butte (Mont.) Reveille, September-November, 1900.
11Ibid., August-November, 1902.
n lbid., November, 1903-December, 1904.
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A BIRD OF PREY FROM NEW JERSEY*
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3
THU 8HADOW

WHICH hAMJH OVUM MO.*STAHA.

His Burden Is Heavier Than He Can Bear.

But He Hasn’t Got the Chain on—Yet.

5

Rockefeller R ule in Co lo rado
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WORKINGMEN
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IN Y O U R

MIND.

6
Standard Oil Amalgamated Copper Co. Succeeds in Its Purpose of Securing Control of the State of Montana. This Pictuie Will Be Duplicat
in Fact Many Times.
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Rockefeller’s ittomana Christmas tree
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Amalgamated Copper Company, as well as an
organizer of the Standard O il Company. His brother,
John D. Rockefeller, head of Standard O il, had no
formal connection with Amalgamated.) Heinze was
depicted as an underdog, but a brave, strong, young
man willing to stand up to the heavily armed Rogers
and Rockefeller.
The Reveille continually warned of unpleasant
consequences should the people vote against
Heinze's candidates and drive him from the state.
Dutton appealed to fear of lower wages, foreign labor
and brutal suppression in a cartoon (Figure 2) during
the week of the 1904 election. The cartoonist
suggested Amalgamated and Standard O il were
inhumane, vicious organizations. Dutton suggested
that only Heinze stood between the common man
and the cruelty of the "copper trust.”
The second theme focused on the threat to
Montana from Rockefeller and his business and
political allies. The paper implied Montana was in
danger of subjugation by Rockefeller—that he in
tended to plunder the state's resources and enslave
its people. The cartoon (Figure 3) showing Rockefeller
as a vulture casting an ominous shadow over the state
warned of dire consequences should Montana be
taken over by Amalgamated. The cartoon was
effective because it did contain an element of
truth—Montana had been subjected to an industrial
shutdown and corporate intimidation by Am al
gamated.
A cartoon (Figure 4) picturing a brutish Rockefeller
choking a woman personifying Montana also
impugns the state's senators. Thomas Carter stands
idly in the background, w hile W illiam A. Clark looks
away from the ghastly scene. H. H. Rogers stands
ready to throw the chain of monopoly around the
neck of the prostrate Montana. The unsigned cartoon
(probably by Dutton) reflects the artist's sense of
moral indignation; however, it does not offer an
alternative to monopolies and economic exploitation.
The Reveille often reminded its readers that labor
problems in Colorado, where Rockefeller controlled
mining enterprises, could spread to Montana were it
not for Heinze's fight against Amalgamated. A cartoon
(Figure 5) depicting a Colorado miner struggling
under the burden of "Standard O il Tyranny” contains
an element of truth. It also appeals to class
consciousness, reminding workers that they are at the
mercy of powerful men like Rockefeller.

plight of workingman portrayed
Nowhere was the threat of corporate domination in
Montana better illustrated than in a cartoon (Figure 6)
by A. F. W illmarth. It exemplifies the plight of the
workingman and his family. W illmarth expresses with
sensitivity and moral earnestness the degree to which
a family depends on a corporation for its survival. He
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conveys the despair and loneliness of the family. The
broken door, empty cupboard, decaying wall, bowed
head of the w ife, and the child reaching for a bone
that a rat is gnawing on evoke sympathy for the
working people and create hatred for the forces that
exploit them. In Willmarth's view, those forces are
represented by Standard O il and Amalgamated.
Another variation of the Rockefeller threat to
Montana is shown in a cartoon (Figure 7) that covers
most of the front page of the Reveille's 1903 Christmas
issue. The cartoon also has an element of humor.
A series of cartoons about Butte Mayor Pat M ullins
demonstrates a third theme—the vilification of
Heinze's enemies. The Reveille portrayed M ullins as
an odious, reprehensible politician. He was accused
of paying homage to Rockefeller (Figure 8) in
exchange for Standard Oil money. Dutton's caricature
of M ullins as a traitor plunging a dagger in Montana's
back (Figure 9) is an example of the Reveille's
vindictive abuse of Heinze's foes. The cartoonist's
abusive treatment of the subject, however, is not
justified. M ullins' "crim e” was disloyalty to Heinze;
Dutton was going beyond the truth to compare
M ullins to Judas and Benedict Arnold.
Dutton's cartoon tracing M ullins' political career
(Figure 10) contains some truth and provides a touch
of humor. The artist also achieved a degree of
universality by illustrating a human proclivity to use a
political office for personal gain.
The fourth cartoon theme reflects the Reveille's
view of the Montana press. The paper held itself in
high esteem and suggested (Figure 11) that it focused
public attention on dishonesty and wrongdoing.
There is a disparity, though, between the Reveille's
crusading, intemperate tone and the cartoon's image
of a reserved young man with a searchlight.
The Reveille's view of its opposition—the "m uzzled
press” —was expressed clearly in a cartoon (Figure 12)
showing Anaconda president William Scallon
cracking a whip over his pack of hounds. The
cartoonist selected an appropriate metaphor to depict
the Amalgamated press; he also displayed a sense of
humor by drawing apt facial expressions for each dog.
A cartoon by D utton (Fig u re 13) suggests
Rockefeller dictated a "party line” to the "m uzzled
press.” The cartoon was part of the Reveille's effort
during the 1904 campaign to refute opposition-press
stories that said Heinze was preparing to sell his Butte
properties.
An original cartoon by T. O . M cGill (Figure 14) is
pasted inside the cover of a bound volume of the
Reveille in the School of Journalism Library at the
University of Montana. Although a corner of the
cartoon is torn off, M cGill's signature is partially
intact. He first sketched the cartoon in pencil, then
traced over the lines with black ink. The cartoon
portrays P. A. O 'Farrell, Reveille editor, as a towering
figure with a copy of the Reveille under his arm; Clark
37
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is depicted as a small, fearful man. M cGill evidently
drew the cartoon following the 1902 election, in
which Heinze defeated the Butte Democratic
organization controlled by Clark and Amalgamated.
The fifth cartoon theme supports the Reveille's
assertion that Amalgamated operated company stores
in Montana. A cartoon picturing Rockefeller as a
grocery clerk (Figure 15) lampoons an announcement
that Amalgamated had sold its mercantile interests to
Dan Hennessy. The cartoonist implies Hennessy is the
owner in name only and that Rockefeller continues to
operate company stores in Montana.
A few months later the Reveille featured a huge
front-page cartoon (Figure 16) showing the same
scene, except that Hennessy had replaced Rockefeller
behind the counter. The first cartoon also was inserted
in a corner of the large illustration. Dutton again
ridiculed an announcement that Hennessy had
transferred his interest in the Hennessy M ercantile
Company to Amalgamated. The changes in ownership
of the large store added credence to the Reveille's
attack on the company store system. The cartoons
helped the paper simplify the issue: Despite the name
of the store, Rockefeller controlled the mercantile
business in Montana.
The sixth theme appealed for support of the anti
trust movement. Emotional, provocative cartoons
reflected the bitter fight between Amalgamated and
Heinze in the 1904 campaign.

the trust as a snake
Dutton drew a huge, menacing snake, poised to
strike (Figure 17), and Rockefeller trying to convince
Montana the reptile was harmless. Cartoonists often
represented the "Standard O il copper trust” as a
snake or an octopus.
Another cartoon during the 1904 campaign (Figure
18) showed a snake coiled around Idaho, Colorado
and P e n n sylva n ia . The re p tile 's head was
Rockefeller's, and his forked tongue licked at
Montana's resources. The arm of the anti-trust
movement, a three-pronged spear clenched in the
fist, was poised over the serpent's head. The cartoon is
an example of abusive treatment of a subject; the
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artist distorted Rockefeller's personal traits and faults
by depicting him as a reptile.
The visual metaphors representing the Standard Oil
threat as a serpent provoke revulsion and disgust. The
cartoons delineating the campaign issues offer the
reader a choice.
Dutton appealed to the labor vote in the cartoon
(Figure 19) defining the issues as prosperity under
government by the people or low wages under
Rockefeller rule. The cartoon is a good example of the
Reveille's effort to simplify political and economic
issues and appeal to the voter's economic interests.
Dutton's cartoon urging the voter to choose
between the path to ruin or the path to liberty (Figure
20) is another example of the Reveille's attempt to
define the campaign issues in fundamental terms. The
cartoonist clearly exaggerates the dangers on the
Standard Oil road, but he does offer the reader an
alternative, although it is a conventional one. There is
no suggestion of a radical solution, such as changing
the political or economic system. In other words, the
cartoon is simply another means of rallying support
for the anti-trust movement.
The Reveille effectively used cartoons to support
Heinze's political battles. Front-page cartoons added
to the paper's bold, crusading appearance. Without
cartoons, the Reveille often appeared dull, even
ponderous. With them the paper seemed to have a
sense of purpose, a feeling of vitality.
The Reveille used cartoons most frequently when
Heinze was waging political warfare. They advocated
Heinze's cause and vilified his opponents. The
cartoonists skillfully delineated the issues, but they
rarely proposed solutions to the problems created by
giant corporations and powerful men fighting over
Butte's wealth.
As one writer has pointed out, political cartoons
have a serious weakness: The artist must reduce
complex issues to simple alternatives; he must rely on
symbols or stereotypes that cannot be modified; he
must defend his hero by attacking his enemies. In
short, the cartoon is a limited weapon.13

13Henry Ladd Smith, "The Rise and Fall of the Political Cartoon,”
Saturday Review, May 29, 1954, pp. 28-29.
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The News Views the News
By A N N C E R A C I M O S

Ms. Geracimos, a free-lance writer, taught two magazine courses in
the Montana School o f Journalism during fall quarter, 1975. She is a
form er reporter for the New York World-Telegram and Sun and the
New York Herald Tribune.

The duty of the reporter and editor . . . is to gather
information, pick out what is important, digest it
thoroughly, and without passion or prejudice relate it to
the problems of the day. If the press is going to discharge
this function fully. . .it must tell the people what they need
to know, not what they would like to hear. If you ask me
who decides what the people need to know, I can only say
“the editor.” If he can’t do that he has no right to the title.
If he allows someone else to dQ it for him—the
government or some special interest— he forfeits his
freedom.
—Clifton Daniel

Richard O liver, city editor of the New York Daily
News, is a popular lecturer on the burning-issues
circuit, discussing who decides what's fit to print, how,
and why—a subject he does not think is safe left in the
hands of philosophers and associate editors of the
New York Times. He made the following remarks
during the spring, 1975, term at Brooklyn College,
CUN Y, where I was teaching a course in editing.
The occasion was an informal debate between a
professor of philosophy and O liver, who represented
the newspaper with the largest circulation in the
nation. They discussed both the theoretical and
practical definition of news. The title of the session,
open to all students of English (journalism classes are
part of the English Department at Brooklyn), was
“ Socrates Versus Gutenberg," to which O liver
immediately took exception, pointing out that
techniques in the newsroom had progressed far
beyond the dreams of Gutenberg's day. The professor
replied that ethical questions, which editors must deal
with daily, had not changed much in substance
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through the centuries. And so the discussion was off
and running.
The result, on Oliver's side, was a look at his own
working philosophy as revealed in these excerpts
from a faulty tape recording, parts of which were
reconstructed later with his approval. The news out of
New York City has changed considerably in the
intervening months, but Oliver's approach to its
coverage has remained the same.
O liver: What Clifton Daniel and a lot of other
people say is true, but it also is very simplistic. . . . The
truth of the matter is that if you had me to contend
with and you're a reader of my paper and all I put in
was what I thought should go in without any input
from readers, colleagues, other editors, other
newspapers and media, reactions to what we had in
yesterday's paper, people wouldn't buy the damn
thing. I think a newspaper has to do a lot more than
just provide material people need to know. I think
newspapers should entertain those who need
entertainment, should amuse, in some cases should
make people outraged, and in some cases should
mystify.
I have about five pages of a tabloid to fill daily.
Today's paper, for instance, is a dreadful bore, filled
with five or six stories on Beame's budget. There's a
story saying what Beame did yesterday, a story saying
what labor said Beame did yesterday, several boxes
with a lot of numbers on them saying what Beame did
yesterday. There's an editorial which is what some guy
in the ivory tower says he thought Beame said
yesterday.
In tomorrow's paper you're going to find a deadly
budget story again, because, God knows, we need to
39
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follow what's going on there. If I had my way, we
would note clearly in the paper that not one civil
servant has been fired to date in spite of all this TV and
broadcast time. That's great. Amazing when you think
about it; nobody has been fired the past six months.
So we'll have a budget story.
And a pretty good murder, as they call them. A
stabbing in the Bronx, in which the alleged killer was
caught after a harrowing ride through the Bronx and
Westchester County. He was found in the home of a
relative of R. Peter Straus, the well-known citizen
activist and local radio station owner. A good story. It's
got all the elements: A name people know or relate to,
action, and crim e, which began as a very mundane
mugging. And it's got a happy ending. The guy was
caught. I guarantee a lot more people are going to
read that story than the other.
W e'll also have a story about a fish. Some guy caught
a fish and nobody can identify it. O ur reporter had
some pictures taken of it and he's running around to
experts today trying to find somebody to identify this
thing. It's the ugliest-looking thing you've ever seen in
your life, and nobody knows what the hell it is. W e'll
have a little fun with that one.
W e'll also have a little in-housething about the QE2
sailing tonight. It's a junket. Socrates never went on
one. Shaheen, the fellow who is trying to start a new
newspaper in this city, has rented the ship for several
voyages to nowhere. The whole world was invited to
this thing, but very few people are going. Beame spent
last Friday afternoon in serious counsel deciding
whether he should go, then decided against it
because he'd probably get rapped in the press. W e'll
write about the good ship paranoia and try to take
pictures of people as they go sneaking aboard. The
only thing that makes it a story is the fact that everyone
concerned refuses to say who's going. W e're told
some very important people are going, the most
important people in the Establishment. So we'll be
there, invading somebody's privacy, and probably get
thrown off the dock.
Those are the stories: Stab, budget, cruise and fish.
Two hards and two softs. They cover a lot of bases, but
they sure as hell aren't going to be doing the job that
Clifton Daniel says he does or tries to do.
Page two of the News, usually national and
international news, rarely gets read. Page three is our
hard page. O ur best-read page is four, which has
people stories, a lot of cheesecake. The fish story will
probably wind up there. Page five is the soft, and local,
page, though the expression loses its meaning after a
while.
Some think “ hard" is what you absolutely have to
have in the paper. It's the way you play the stories.
Suppose a car hits a tree and kills two people: That's
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hard. Soft, I suppose, would be when the two people
killed were on their way to be married.
A lot of people wonder how do we know w e're not
being used when w e're deciding what goes into the
paper. W ell, I think newspapers are there to be used.
People call up and say, “ Hey, they haven't collected
the garbage on my block in three w eeks." That's being
used. O r tonight somebody may call a press
conference to try to get his viewpoint in the paper. O r
an individual will catch a fish and wants to see his
picture in the paper. That's being used. Newspapers
are a kind of two-way street.
I have the sense w e're being used in a way that's
bordering on abuse by the city government now.
There's a scenario in motion that try as you might to
tell the public what is going on, you get back what is
mainly a threat. That's in the back of your mind, and
you try to fight it as best you can. When the firemen go
on strike, they use the news media. The New York
media, though, found out recently that the firemen
here didn't vote the strike, so the fire unions
straightened out. It will be a long tim e, I suspect,
before they try to put out an entire white lie again.
I keep coming back to the same phrase because I
think it sounds so simple: That it'sso im portanttofind
out what is going on. In the course of it, a newspaper
gets used by government, by individuals, by special
interest groups, by reporters trying to convey what's
happening. And they need passion to do it, to make it
readable and understandable. The question of
objectivity/subjectivity is just a smokescreen.
Different parts of a newspaper use each other, too.
For example, one of our own editorial writers who
doesn't know the background of a particular story on
the news pages will go off on a completely wild
tangent.
Take the report we did on Con Ed screwing up their
management. My managing editor came out one day
and said we should get somebody to tell us what was
behind all the blackouts and brownouts the city had
been having, really dig up what was happening. I
found somebody to call all over town asking everyone
what they knew about the problem. Nobody wanted
to talk.
Finally, he got to a Columbia University engineering
professor who had done a study and was willing to
give us a critique of the company. It turned into a big
item, huge headlines about how this energy expert
said Con Ed's management wasn't in such good shape.
The editorial writers must have thought that here was
some egghead butting in, trying to tell everybody how
to run their business. They did an editorial on the
subject that read: “ Pipe Down Prof." The guy calls us
up the next day, moaning, “ Jesus, what are you trying
to do to me?"
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The Impeachment of Judge Crum
By CHRISTINE CO BURN

This article is based on a report subm itted for the Senior Seminar in
the School o f Journalism. Ms. Coburn, a 1972 graduate o f the
journalism school, was periodicals editor for the University's
Information Services O ffice from 1972 to 1974. She is the publicinformation officer for the Pajaro Valley Unified School District at
Watsonville, Calif.

The impeachment of Montana district judge
Charles L. Crum on grounds of disloyalty in 1918 was
totally in agreement with the spirit of the times.
Montanans, like persons throughout the nation,
exhibited a patriotic fervor that barred dissenting
o p in io n s . T h e y had b e e n t o ld — and th e y
believed—that they were engaged in a war to make
the world safe for democracy. The intensity of their
commitment must be examined for an understanding
of the events that led to the impeachment of a man the
Billings Gazette called “ one of the most learned,
ablest, most conscientious and fair-minded judges on
the state bench.” 1
The United States had been at war for almost a year
when the Montana Senate impeached Crum , who
presided over the 15th Judicial District. Throughout
that period a concerted effort had been made to unite
the American people behind the war.
Montana's newspapers played a leading role in
rallying Montanans to support the war effort. Soon
after the sinking of the Lusitania, according to one
writer, “ the Montana press lined up behind the
President's foreign policy and went step by step to
w ar.” 2

1Billings Gazette, March 24,1918, p. 4. In the same editorial, the
Gazette applauded the Senate for impeaching him.
2Andrew Cogswell, “Sources, Transmission and Handling of World
War News in Representative Montana Newspapers from 1914 to
1917,” unpublished M.A. thesis, University of Minnesota, 1943, p.
249.
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Many Montanans were either foreign-born or of
foreign parentage and both farmers and miners were
involved in organizations opposed to the war,3 but
their sentiments found no voice in the state's daily
newspapers.
Montana's situation was not uncommon:
It was hardly necessary to discipline American
newspapers and magazines during the first World War.
Most of the big, influential publications were commercial
undertakings, conservative in outlook and thoroughly
attuned to the war. They usually reflected the interests of
the wealthy, of the conventional, and of those in power.
Unpopular causes, no matter how righteous, earned no
money and received scant attention.4

O f the papers considered in this study—the Anaconda
Standard, Great Falls Tribune, Helena Independent,
Billings Gazette and Missoula Daily M issoulian—only
the Tribune was not owned by the Anaconda
C o m p any. The C o m p an y, w h ich an ticip ate d
enorm ous p rofits from w artim e p ro d u c tio n ,
represented in Montana “ the interests of the wealthy,
of the conventional and of those in power.” 5

3The Non-partisan League and the Industrial Workers of the
World.
4H. C. Peterson and Gilbert C. Fite, Opponents of War, 1917-1918
(Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin Press, 1957), p. 93.
5Cogswell, op. cit., p. 170. The copper industry suffered an initial
slump when the British stopped copper shipments to Germany.
Britain, however, took up the slack by early 1916.
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II.
The Montana press did not operate in a vacuum , of
course. As the opinions of Montanans were shaped by
the newspapers, the opinions of those newspapers
were determined by the information and propaganda
they received.
When the United States entered the war in April,
1917, the propaganda of Germany and the Allies soon
was overshadowed by propaganda from the United
States government. Its propaganda machine—the
Committee on Public Information—was created by
executive order a week after war was declared. The
committee used every channel of communication to
change the United States from an "anti-m ilitaristic
democracy to an organized war m achine."6
The United States government was aware of the
need to create a common sense of the job to be done
and to direct the public's attention to that job. Harold
Lasswell suggests that a nation must unite its people in
a common hatred to overcome the psychological
resistance to war; that goal is to be accomplished by
making the war
appear to be a war of defense against a menacing,
murderous aggressor. There must be no ambiguity about
whom the public is to hate. The war must not be due to a
world system of conducting international affairs, nor to the
stupidity or malevolence of all governing classes, but to the
rapacity of the enemy. Guilt and guilelessness must be
assessed geographically, and all the guilt must be on the
other side of the frontier.7

The Committee on Public Information created that
common goal in the minds of most Americans as well
as an attitude of hatred and suspicion for critics of the
w ar. It spread its propaganda thro u g h the
newspapers, magazines, movies, schools and
churches of America. Patriotic speeches were given in
"every place where Americans gathered for a
communal purpose" by 75,000 volunteer FourM inute M en.8

warning issued
The Committee told Americans about a vast
network of German spies in the United States and
warned citizens to be suspicious of everyone. A
committee poster said:
German agents are everywhere, eager to gather scraps of
news about our men, our ships, our munitions. Report the
man who spreads pessimistic stories, divulges— or
seeks—confidential military information, cries for peace,
or belittles our efforts to win the war.

6lbid., p. 4.
7Harold D. Lasswell, Propaganda Techniques in the World War
(New York: Peter Smith, 1938), p. 47.
8James R. Mock and Cedric Larson, Words that Won the War
(Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1939), p. 113.
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Send the names of such persons, even if they are in
uniform, to the Department of Justice, Washington
The
fact that you made the report will not become public.9

The fear and hatred of those phantom German spies
soon led many Americans to suspect all Germans of
helping the enemy. According to W alter Lippmann,
"Against this synthetic enem y, the Hun in Germany
and the Hun within the Gate, they launched all the
animosity that was in them ."10
Hundreds of thousands of Germans and Austrians,
or persons of German and Austrian ancestry, in the
United States and many who had been American
citizens for years suddenly were regarded as enemies:
We heard with sympathy for a time the classic two-faced
German-American's wail, "Germany is my mother,
America my wife! How can I fight my mother?” The truth is
that all too many German-Americans never cared for
America at all in any tender or reverent way. Resting under
their Kaiser’s Delbrueck injunction never to forget the
fatherland, they never were anything but German.11

Hatred and suspicion were not directed only
toward aliens and hyphenated Americans. Anyone
who criticized American involvement in the war, the
Allies, the draft, or who in any way differed from the
majority became an object of hatred and fear.
In communities across the country, committees
were formed to deal with the disloyal, the proGerman and those suspected of being either.
Montana was no exception. A Great Falls Tribune
editorial said, "Already in various counties of the
state, committees of 100 have been organized to deal
with the case of certain citizens who have been
exercising what they call the right of free speech."12
The Tribune warned those dissenters that "the
flame of patriotism now burning high in Montana has
in some cases led to mob violence and the methods of
the old-time Vigilantes," and that it probably would
get worse regardless of the "right or wrong of this
fact.” 13
The largest of the nation's latter-day Vigilante
groups was the American Protective League, granted
extra-legal powers through its affiliation with the
Department of justice's Bureau of Investigation. By
1918 APL membership had reached 250,000, and it had
spread to every part of the country, including Red
Lodge and Billings, Montana.
The League secretly performed its duties, described
as "collection of evidence." A member, Emerson
Hough, said, "That agency of the law is best, after all,
which keeps crime from becoming crim e. We did not

9Ibid., p. 64.
10Walter Lippmann, Public Opinion (New York: The Free Press,
1965), p. 67.
11Emerson Hough, The Web, Mass Violence in America (New York:
Arno, 1969), p. 24.
u Creat Falls Tribune, March 31, 1918, p. 6.

113Ibid.
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wait for overt acts—we filled our prisons before the
acts were done!” 14
According to Hough, the APL "brought to
judgment three million cases of disloyalty.” Its
methods often were questionable:
On November 23, Fred______ said to resemble the
Crown Prince very much in his personal appearance, was
fined five thousand dollars, whether for seditious
utterances or for his resemblance to the Crown Prince
does not appear and is immaterial. Either would be
enough.1s

The American Protective League, in both its
methods and its attitudes, had much in common with
smaller groups that organized locally. All considered
it their duty to rid the nation of pro-Germanism, and
all had a profound lack of faith in the law to do the job
they believed needed to be done.

III.
Perhaps a greater number of Americans than ever
before believed the laws protecting freedom of
speech and press were too lenient. The words of the
First Amendment—"Congress shall make no law . . .
abridging freedom of speech or of the press” — had
been forgotten by many in their patriotic zeal, and
they were treated with less respect in the legislatures
and courts.
On June 15,1917, the federal government enacted
the Espionage Act, which in the third section of Title I
established three new offenses:
(I) Whoever, when the United States is at war, shall
willfully make or convey false reports or false statements
with intent to interfere with the operation or success of the
military or naval forces of the United States or to promote
the success of its enemies (2) and whoever, when the
United States is at war, shall willfully cause or attempt to
cause insubordination, disloyalty, mutiny, or refusal of
duty in the military or naval forces of the United States (3)
or shall willfully obstruct the recruiting or enlistment
service of the United States, to the injury of the service or
of the United States, shall be punished by a fine of not
more than $10,000 or imprisonment for not more than
twenty years, or both.16

The statute proved unsatisfactory to many Americans
who believed minority opinions should be punished
severely, because, as Zechariah Chafee pointed out,
the Espionage Act "contains nothing to indicate . . .
an interference with the attainment and dissemina
tion of truth. That statute by its terms fills in the gap
between the treason and conspiracy laws.” 17
In some cases, the law was applied to seditious
statements because of its interpretation by the courts,

14Hough, op. c/t., p. 60.
1s/b/d., p. 197.
16Zechariah Chafee Jr., Free Speech in the United States
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1946), p. 39.
17/b/d., p. 45.
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which "treated opinions as statements of fact and then
condemned them as false because they differed from
the President s speech or the resolution of Congress
declaring w ar.” 18
Nevertheless, a few judges did refuse to use the law
to make any speech criminal except false statements
and utterances that caused overt illegal acts.
The Espionage Act was used to prosecute about
1,900 persons during the war, and about 100
newspapers and periodicals were barred from the
mails for violating the act.19 Because the law contained
such stiff penalties Chafee maintains:
The only proceeding in our law comparable to the
Espionage Act sentences are the sedition prosecutions
under George III, with which so many parallels have been
found. Indeed, at this point the parallelism breaks down.
The longest sentences for sedition in England were four
years, and even Scotch judges like Braxfield did not exceed
fourteen years, of transportation and not imprisonment.
Our judges condemned at least eleven persons to prison
for ten years, six for fifteen years, and twenty-four for
twenty years.20

In Montana, the Espionage Act was a failure.
Montanans, like persons from many other parts of the
country, had hoped that it could be used to squelch
dissension, but they eventually had to pass a state
statute against sedition.

two men charged
The only Montana men charged under the federal
Espionage Act were Ves Hall and A. J. Just of Forsyth.
Hall was acquitted and charges against Just were
dropped Jan. 26,1918. The case was presided over by
Federal District Judge George M. Bourquin, who
ruled that seditious speech was not an offense under
the act, or as the Helena Independent put it in a lead
story:
So long as a seditious, loud-mouthed, traitorous talking,
disloyal, bar-room wrangler, orator, gossip and defamer of
the country and president of the United States indulges in
these practices and pastimes at a point far removed from
the actual organized army and navy forces of the United
States, and his expression of opinion does not actually
cause certain acts and interfere with the military
organizations, such offenders against the peace of the state
cannot be held for any of the felonies defined under the
federal espionage statute.21

Ves Hall had been charged with saying
that he would flee to avoid going to war; that Germany
would whip the United States and he hoped so; that the
President was a Wall street tool using the United States
forces in the war because he was a British tool; that the
President was the crookedest--------- ever president; that

18/b/d., p. 51.
19Harold L. Nelson and Dwight L. Teeter Jr., Law of Mass
Communications (Mineola, N.Y.: The Foundation Press, 1969), p.
37.
20Chafee, op. c/t., p. 79.
21Helena Independent, Jan. 27,1918, p. 1.
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he was the richest man in the United States; that the
President brot [s/c] us into the war by British dictation; that
Germany had the right to sink ships and kill Americans
without warning, and that the United States was only
fighting for Wall street millionaires, and to protect
Morgan's interests in England.22

Judge Bourquin ruled that the evidence presented
was sufficient to prove that Hall had made those
statements, but the statements did not violate the
Espionage Act because they were made "at a
Montana village of some 60 people, 60 miles from the
railway, and none of the armies or navy within
hundreds of miles so far as appears/'23
Bourquin pointed out that "attempts are efforts
with specific intent to commit specific crim es"24 and
that Hall's statements apparently were not made with
intent to interfere directly with the military:
The United States can prosecute only for acts that
congress has denounced as crimes. Congress has not
denounced as crimes any mere disloyal utterances, nor any
slander or libel of the president or any other officer of the
United States.25

Newspaper editorials unanimously declared that
Hall should be punished, although they also
explained that Bourquin was not at fault, perhaps
because of his reputation for punishing court
interferences with stiff contempt sentences.26
Perhaps partially because of the acquittal of Ves Hall
and the dropping of charges against A. J. just, Gov.
Sam V. Stewart called a special session of the
legislature in February, 1918. On his list of needed
wartime legislation was a sedition law to fill the void
left by Bourquin's decision.
The newspapers approved the governor's action.
The Great Falls Tribune comment was typical: "There
will be satisfaction to the patriotic people of Montana
that through this coming session . . . there is promise
of effective means for the punishment of loud
mouthed traitors."27 The law was passed unanimously
by both the House and Senate.
The newspapers, in praising the act, gave little
indication that they realized it infringed on their right
to criticize the government. They even failed to react
to a resolution suggesting that Montana daily
newspapers suspend "superfluous publication" by at
least reducing themselves to weekly publication,

22Great Falls Tribune, Jan. 27, 1918, p. 5.
23Ibid.
24Ibid.
25Ibid.
26Burton K. Wheeler and Paul F. Healy, Yankee from the West
(Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday and Co., Inc., 1962), p. 156.
27Great Falls Tribune, Feb. 5, 1918, p. 6. The newspapers rarely
observed nice distinctions between words such as traitorous and
seditious.
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except for one or two newspapers that would serve
the entire state.28 The resolution died in committee.
Between the time the state law went into effect and
Nov. 30,1918, sedition charges were filed against 130
persons in Montana. On November 30,62 cases were
pending. O f 68 tried, 53 had resulted in convictions.29
By Nov. 30, 1920, only eight convictions had been
reversed by the state Supreme Court.30
Only in such an atmosphere of repression could
Judge Charles L. Crum have been removed from
office and disqualified from holding an office of
honor, trust or profit in Montana.
News of Judge Crum's alleged disloyalty appeared
when the results of the Hall and Just cases were
reported in the press. Crum had appeared as a
character witness at Hall's trial. As district judge for
Rosebud and Musselshell counties, he had become
acquainted with many of the area's residents and had
been able to testify about the Forsyth rancher's
standing in the community.
After Bourquin's decision, both Crum and Rosebud
C o u n ty A tto rn e y F e lk n e r H a yn es, w ho had
prosecuted the Hall case, visited Attorney General
Sam C. Ford, and an altercation took place when the
two met outside Ford's office.
Haynes apparently told the Helena Independent
about the incident, because there were no witnesses
and the following day an Independent banner
h e a d lin e rea d , "G U N P L A Y A T M O N T A N A
C A P IT O L."31 The story quoted Haynes as saying that
when he met Crum in the office and accused him of
being pro-German, Crum threatened to kill him with
a revolver. Haynes told the Indep en den t:
After he told me that he would shoot me like a dog, I
lifted both hands to the lapels of my coat, flung the coat
open and said:
"Shoot, you miserable Hun, I’m unarmed, but my father
lost his right arm at Shiloh; I had two brothers in the
Spanish-American war, and I have a brother in the
trenches in France. I’m ready you cowardly-------Judge Crum has been known since the declaration of war as
one of the most dangerous anti-Americans in eastern
Montana and he bears that reputation in Rosebud county,
where he sits as district judge.32

The Independent story said, in the 20th paragraph,
that Crum denied pointing a gun at Haynes, although
he admitted carrying a gun because his life had been
threatened because of his testimony. Crum told the
Indepen den t:

m Great

Falls Tribune, Feb. 19,1918, p. 5. This attempt at thrift seems
rather ironic compared to the expenditure involved in the Crum
impeachment.
^Calculations made from information in the Report and Official
Opinions of the Attorney General, State of Montana, 1916-1918.
^Calculations made from information in the Report and Official
Opinions of the Attorney General, State of Montana, 1918-1920.
31Helena Independent, Jan. 27,1918, p. 1.
32Ibid.
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I called Haynes an infamous liar. . . and I doubtless used
language I should not have used. I would rather be called a
murderer than a pro-German. . . . I am an American and
could be nothing else. I have never been out of the United
States and know no other country.33

In many ways, Crum's fate was sealed by a
subsequent Independent story headlined:
A MANLY REPLY TO THE VILLAINOUS ATTACK OF
JUDGE CRUM ON F. F. HAYNES; TEXT OF SPEECH BY
JUDGE CRUM WHICH MANY CONSIDERED DISLOYAL,
HAYNES REPLIES AT LENGTH TO JURIST ANDTELLS HOW
A GENEROUS CONSTITUENCY RETURNED HIM TO
OFFICE AFTER HE HAD SHOWN HIMSELF ANXIOUS TO
BRACE UP.34

The story began:
Judge C. L. Crum of Forsyth, Mont., who drew a gun on
County Attorney F. F. Haynes of Rosebud county .
rushed into the Montana Record-Herald . . . with a signed
statement in reply to an interview published in the
Independent from F. F. Haynes, explaining why he had
trouble with Judge Crum. While the Record-Herald did
not publish an interview with Haynes, that newspaper
hastened to publish the villainous and dirty attack of the
Forsyth judge on an able and loyal county official.35

The story said that the Helena Record-H erald
described Haynes as a man who "drank whiskey and
did things m uch w o rs e ." A cc o rd in g to the
Independent, Crum found that information with the
assistance of a Helena attorney who "is a miserable
shrimp himself and those who know him will testify to
his own unworthiness."36

haynes replies
Haynes replied to the Record-H erald:
Crum and his statements don't worry m e . . . . If he insists
we will give you his record as an American and it will not be
a record of unfortunate affiliations but one of deliberate
disloyalty and premeditated efforts to serve Germany.”37

The Independent followed Haynes' statement with
the text of a speech given earlier in the year by Crum .
The speech, "taken to reflect an un-American heart,"
said in part:
I will say to you frankly, if a sincere desire to save
unnecessary slaughter of a million or two American boys
on a foreign battlefield, when it can be avoided on an
honorary basis, is treason, then I will confess to you, that I
am just as guilty as a human being can be.38

The Independent's portrayal of Crum must have
had an influence in Rosebud County—only a few days

Ibid:
341bid., Jan. 30,1918, p. 8.
33Ibid.
36lt may be necessary to point out that the story was not carried on
the Independent editorial page.
37Helena Independent, Jan. 30, 1918, p. 6.
38Ibid. p. 8.
33
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after Haynes and Crum returned to Forsyth, Montana
newspapers reported that Crum's resignation would
be demanded by the Forsyth Committee of 100,39
formed to promote patriotic endeavor and deal with
sedition."40
The story said the incident in the attorney general's
office "together with the fact that Judge Crum had
appeared in behalf of the man against whom there is
considerable feeling because of alleged seditious talk
. . . tended to kindle anew the fires of resentm ent."41
The committee was unable to find Crum to present
its demand, which soon was dropped in favor of
impeachment proceedings.
On February 19, the state House of Representatives
received from Governor Stewart a letter referring to
that body from several Forsyth citizens affidavits
attesting to Judge Crum's "disloyal" remarks.
The papers were quick to suggest in their news
columns that the House take harsh action based on
the affidavits. The Helena Independent said it was
"inconceivable that any body of American citizens, at
a time when the country is being tried with fire, would
ignore such grave charges."42The Anaconda Standard
said the affidavits contained charges "sufficient to
send a man to the stake."43
Each newspaper gave considerable space to the
affidavits' contents, describing in detail all the
statements Crum allegedly made.
The Great Falls Tribune reported that the Speaker of
the House suggested that the matter be turned over to
a federal grand Jury. The Tribune said, "M em bers
assumed that this wpuld bring the matter before
Judge Bourquin, and opposed the suggestion
illustrating their contention by the decision of the
federal judge in the Ves Hall case."44
The House received from a Miles City surgeon on
the day the affidavits were read a telegram saying
Judge Crum was unable to attend the session in
Helena because the younger of his two sons was in
serious condition after an operation for abdominal
cancer.
A special committee appointed by the House
decided witnesses who had submitted affidavits
should be subpoenaed and an investigation should be
conducted before impeachment charges were filed.
The testimony of those subpoenaed was treated in
great detail by Montana newspapers. The Great Falls
Tribune headlined its story about the testimony:
"Judge Crum Declared to be Dangerous Man to be At

39The committee also was called The Hundred, the Committee of
One Hundred and the Committee of the Hundred.
40Great Falls Tribune, Feb. 4,1918, p. 1.
41Ibid.
42Helena Independent, Feb. 20,1918, p. 1.
43Anaconda Standard, Feb. 21,1918, p. 1.
44Great Falls Tribune, Feb. 21,1918, p. 1.
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Large."45 Haynes' testimony was given primary
attention, and the Helena Independent said in its
lead:
That Judge Crum of the Fifteenth Judicial district, on
numerous occasions, both before the declaration of war
against Germany by the United States, and since the
opening of hostilities, referred to the president of this
nation in terms so vile as to be unprintable; that he often
averred that President Wilson forced this country into war
at the bidding of Wall street, for the purpose of protecting
the investments of capitalists in the securities of the nations
of the entente; that he asserted President Wilson to be a
tool of Great Britain, and by implication, at least, accused
the chief executive of being a bribe taker, and that he
would "leave the White House the richest man in the
United States,” were some of the startling accusations
made . . . by Felkner Haynes, testifying under oath.46

On the first day of the hearings, the House received
from Crum a request to postpone action until he
could appear to defend himself. The delay was
denied.
Haynes testified that Crum had been interrogated
by the Committee of 100 and had "cam ouflaged" his
answers.47 He gave as an example Crum 's reply to a
question about whether his older son was in South
America to avoid the draft. Haynes said that Crum
replied that his son was too young to be drafted even if
he were in the United States.48
During the second day, several witnesses told the
House they were testifying to prevent mob violence
against Crum in Rosebud County.49 All of the
testimony reported in Montana newspapers was
hostile to Crum .
On February 23 the House voted to impeach C rum ,
after agreeing to suspend testimony of the remaining
witnesses. The Helena Independent described the
scene as the vote was taken:
Conviction had reached the representatives. Political
and partisan prejudice had been thrown aside.. . . To the
call of duty— high-pitched, resonant and impelling—
sounding in their ears, the hearts of the members
responded strongly and with stirring beat.
Aye! Aye! Aye!—down through the lengthening roll
strong voices answered—devotion to duty, love of
country, and patriotic zeal, clearsounding in every reply.
Tinged with sadness, touched with the grey of regret, the
scene presented no exultant tone. Sombre and sad it was.
No hint of vengeance was there. Cold, unrelenting and
dispassionate, the voice of Justice called, not any
unresponsive chord it touched.
America summoned, Americans responded.50

45/b/d., Feb. 22,1918, p. 5.
46Helena Independent, Feb. 22,1918, p. 1.
47Great Falls Tribune, Feb. 22,1918, p. 5.
^Crum's son was 19 years old. The draft law did not apply to men
under 21.
49Great Falls Tribune, Feb. 23,1918, p. 2.
50Helena Independent, Feb. 24,1918, p. 1.
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The Articles of Impeachment, approved February
26, contained a summary of the charges.51
The first article charged that Crum had made
remarks unfavorable to the President and favorable
to Germ any, had called the draft unconstitutional and
had planned not to let his son return to the United
States when he reached draft age.
The second article alleged that Crum advised a man
not to let his sons enlist, and the third said Crum
carried a concealed weapon and attempted to kill
Felkner Haynes.
The fourth article charged Crum with questioning
veniremen who were members of the Overseas C lub,
because the club's application required an oath of
allegiance to England. The article also said Crum
ordered the Rosebud County sheriff to provide
bedclothes and food other than bread and water to
three I. W . W . members put in isolated cells on
restricted diets for writing revolutionary slogans on
cell walls.
The fifth article charged Crum with advising Just
and Hall to go to Butte to seek legal advice, after
Haynes had made them promise to stay in Forsyth
until he was ready to file charges against them under
the Espionage Act. It also accused Crum of violating
court rules— no witnesses could be in the courtroom
when not testifying— by listening to the Ves Hall case
after he had testified; of making a speech that was
"seditious and treasonable;"52 of ruling in a way he
knew to be incorrect in a civil suit in 1913; and making
disloyal remarks.

treasonable acts alleged
The final article charged Crum with "counseling
and advising and abetting a commission of acts, deeds
and offenses which were treasonable and disloyal in
their nature, and were of such kind and character as to
give aid and give comfort to the enemies of the United
States in time of w a r."53
The Helena In d ep en d en t, as usual seeing no reason
to be anything less than frank, said,
If he is removed from office, it does not mean the case
ends there. The penitentiary faces the man as well as
removal and disgrace—disgrace for himself and his
posterity___ The question to this newspaper is not so much
"is Judge Crum guilty?” as "What in the name of high
heaven could possibly cause a man of Judge Crum's
standing to feel as he is alleged to feel, and to say the things
he has been accused of saying, against the administration
and against the government of the United States?”54

House Journal of the Extraordinary Session of the Fifteenth
Legislative Assembly of the State of Montana, pp. 95-98.
52The speech was the one printed in the Helena Independent
January 30.
s3House Journal, p. 93.
54He/ena Independent, Feb. 25,1918, p. 4.
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The Missoula Daily M issoulian, which repeatedly
called Crum the "gun-toter from Rosebud county/'
said he was "an obviously unfit man for the bench and
for citizenship, and one that should be quickly thrust
from the sight of decent men and w om en."55
The Anaconda Standard, however, pointed out that
up to the present time only one side has been heard in this
matter. The trial is yet to take place, the defense is still to be
offered. The people of Montana are not only intensely
loyal, but they are intensely fair. It is right that judgment
should be withheld until the case has been tried with both
sides fully heard.56

The Senate impeachment trial was scheduled to
begin March 20. When Crum was served with the
Articles of Impeachment, he told the Senate sergeantat-arms who presented them that he intended to
prove that the charges were untrue. The Great Falls
Tribune reported March 12, however, that Crum had
submitted his resignation to the governor. Crum
reportedly gave as reasons his younger son's and his
own poor health57 and the expense of reconvening
the Senate to hear the case. He denied any guilt and
said the trial would only give his enemies a chance to
acquire a reputation for patriotism to which they were
not entitled.58
Editorial opinion was divided as to whether the state
should accept the resignation or proceed with the
impeachment trial. The Great Falls Tribune argued
that
the state of Montana can well afford to accept Judge
Crum's resignation at this time. It is in itself a confession.
The state has vindicated itself. If there be any other disloyal
persons in high office they have had stern warning.59

The Daily M issoulian, in contrast, contended that his
resignation, although a "self-confession of the truth
of the charges," should
in no wise stop the proceedings of impeachment that have
been instituted in the legislature. Crum should be made an
example to all others whose hearts burn with disloyalty
that they fear to utter. He should be tried, and when found
guilty, should be disbarred and deprived of his
citizenship.60

The governor called a conference with the House
board of managers and the Senate committee in
charge of the trial to determine whether the trial
should proceed. Crum's attorney, who had delivered
the resignation, told the conference that Crum , on the
assumption his resignation would end the matter, had
gone to Oklahom a.61

S5Daily Missoulian, Feb. 24,1918, p. 4.
56Anaconda Standard, Feb. 24,1918, p. 10.
57Crum reportedly suffered a nervous breakdown as a result of his
son's illness and the House hearing.
“ Great Falls Tribune, March 12,1918, p. 1.
"Ibid., March 16,1918, p. 4.
60Daily Missoulian, March 12,1918, p. 4.
61Billings Gazette, March 15,1918, p. 1.
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The members of the House and Senate committees
argued that the resignation should not be accepted
and decided to proceed with the impeachment trial.
According to the Great Falls Tribune, the "deciding
factor" in the decision to proceed was the action of a
group of Roundup residents who had met and
adopted reso lu tio n s d efe n d in g C rum and
"denouncing the legislature."62
The resolutions, according to the Anaconda
Standard, declared the confidence of the people of
Roundup in Crum's integrity and patriotism; asked for
fair treatment for the judge until an impartial trial
could settle the matter; and sought an investigation of
threats against Crum and those who had wanted to
testify in his favor. The resolution pertaining to the
legislature said:
Resolved, That we deplore as un-American and wholly
subversive of the sacred traditions of justice as
administered in America the action of the representatives,
prompted doubtless by ulterior motives of a few in
permitting the testimony against the accused to be
published before the trial, which reasonably would be
expected to, and has formulated, public opinion to his
prejudice.63

The resolutions, signed by about 100 persons, said
that during the judge's six years in office he had been
known as "a fair and impartial, fearless and
conscientious judge, impervious to personal and
political influence."
On the eve of the trial, Governor Stewart
announced he had accepted Crum's resignation,
explaining that it need not affect the trial if the Senate
chose to continue.64 That made it possible for the
Senate to let the matter rest, but after a month's recess
the senators returned to Helena expecting to sit as a
court of impeachment and it was unlikely they would
choose to return home.
As expected, the Senate decided to continue,
despite the objections of Crum's attorney that the
governor had given Crum the impression the matter
would end with his resignation. The governor said he
had indicated only that he would accept the
resignation and let the Senate determine further
proceedings.
Coverage of the first day of the trial was typified by
the Daily Missoulian's banner headline, "Judge Crum
German Spy."65 That assertion was based on the
testimony of a Miles City attorney, George W. Farr,
who said Crum had given him figures 10 days before
they were released by the Associated Press of the total
Allied tonnage sunk by German submarines.

62Great Falls Tribune, March 15, 1918, p. 7.
"Anaconda Standard, March 11,1918, p. 12.
64Billings Gazette, March 20,1918, p. 1.
"Daily Missoulian, March 21,1918, p. 1.
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Crum's absence from his own trial was given only
passing mention by the newspapers66 as was the fact
that the Senate denied a motion to appoint counsel to
act in Crum's behalf.
During the second day of the trial, the Senate heard
testimony from five of the signers of the Roundup
resolutions. The newspapers reported that the
witnesses "adm itted" that their allegations were
based on hearsay and, as the Helena Independent
said, that
they had no personal knowledge whether Crum was
patriotic or not, except that they had never heard him
express disloyal sentiments. . . . The Roundup witnesses
were on the stand most of the day, but the evidence
introduced had little bearing on the matters at issue.67

The Independent reported that a senator moved to
suspend testimony of the defense witnesses because
the Senate "had heard enough witnesses to verify the
articles of im peachm ent." But the senator withdrew
the motion when reminded that the record would go
into the state archives and that the Roundup witnesses
should be heard so the Senate would not be accused
of a "snap judgm ent."68
The Roundup witnesses apparently were treated
with hostility by the Senate and the press. The Great
Falls Tribune account of the testimony of Carl F.
Thompson69 illustrates the mood of the questioning:
He was reluctant to admit, when first on the stand, that
the resolutions had little foundation for the alleged facts
set forth, but when recalled admitted some of the facts
were based on self-serving declarations of Judge Crum,
and that they might have been “a little hasty” in presenting
the resolutions.70

On the third day, the Senate voted on the Articles of
Impeachment and found Crum guilty of every charge.
On the charge of attempting to kill Felkner Haynes,
nine of the 36 senators present voted not guilty.71 On
the charge that he unlawfully assisted the three
I.W .W . prisoners, seven voted not guilty. On the fifth
article, which charged Crum with interfering with the
duties of Haynes by advising Hall and Just to go to
Butte for advice, two voted not guilty. O n each of the
other charges, he was unanimously declared guilty.

66Two newspapers reported rumors that he was on his way to South
America.
67Helena Independent, March 22,1918, p. 1.
661bid.
69He could have been Karl F. Thompson or Carl F. Thompsen.
Spelling varied from paper to paper, from day to day and from
paragraph to paragraph.
70Creat Falls Tribune, March 22, 1918, p. 2.
nSenate Journal of the Extraordinary Session of the Fifteenth
Legislative Assembly of the State of Montana, pp. 74-75.
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final witness
The final witness was Felkner Haynes, w ho, the
Daily Missoulian and Helena Independent reported,
had been commissioned by the Department of Justice
to round up pro-Germans.72
Either deeply buried or absent from each
newspaper account of the final day's testimony was
the explanation by Crum's court stenographer that
the Allied totals— regarded by-the newspapers as
proof that Crum was a German spy73 — had been
determined simply by keeping a running total of the
news accounts of ships that had been sunk.
Newspapers praised the verdict. The Anaconda
Standard called it "right and proper":
The fate of Judge Crum should be a warning to others
who have been too free in expressing sympathy with the
enemies of this nation. There is no room in this country for
disloyal Americans and they are not wanted under the Star
Spangled Banner.74

The Billings Gazette:
The remarkable feature of the whole affair is that the
patriotic and intensely loyal citizenship of Rosebud county
was able to restrain itself and permit the issue to be
determined in the manner prescribed by law. That it did so
is a matter of earnest congratulation. It is true the expense
of the impeachment proceedings has been heavy, but the
state could far better withstand this financial loss than to
have the blot of lynch law on its fair name.75

The Helena Independent was the only newspaper
to mention press performance:
If the newspapers had done their duty by their country
and had not feared to injure the tender feelings of Judge
Charles L. Crum, public opinion would have forced that
seditious jurist out of office and saved Montana the
expenditure of a goodly sum to mete out justice to the
enemy sympathizer and un-American.76

The Independent also criticized those who had
testified for Crum :
How any American after reading and hearing of the
utterances of Crum damning the flag and country which
he lived in and held office in, could still believe he was
innocent as the Roundup persons did, is one of those
mysteries which puzzle the public at times.
Yet some 74 people—ten of whom were aliens— met in
Roundup and after asserting that Crum was patriotic and

72It is possible to speculate that Haynes was a member of the
American Protective League.
73The Daily Missoulian editorial writer, either unaware of the
headline his paper had carried or trying to retract it, said on March
22, "nobody thinks that Crum is a German spy.”
7^Anaconda Standard, March 24,1918, p. 20.
75Billings Gazette, March 24,1918, p. 4. The Gazette apparently did
not consider the lynching of I.W.W. leader Frank Little in Butte the
previous year a blot on Montana's fair name.
76He/ena Independent, March 24,1918, sec. 2, p. 4.
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loyal, attributed bad faith to the witnesses who appeared
against him at the impeachment hearing before the
Montana house of representatives.77

V.
It is not unreasonable to suggest that Judge Crum
might have been able to go on living quietly in his
community if it hadn't been for the newspapers.
Although only the Helena Independent participated
directly in arousing the people of Rosebud County
against him, the others raised no objections. Nor did
they question the validity of an impeachment trial to
punish a judge who had resigned and left the state.
The newspapers knew that it was not unlawful to
make “ disloyal” statements or statements criticizing
the United States’ involvement in the war, for a few
weeks earlier they had editorialized about Bourquin's
decision that Hall and Just had not broken any law.
The charges against Crum in the Articles of
Impeachment were ludicrous. The only one that
could have been accurately described as a high crime
was the charge that he had carried a concealed
weapon and tried to kill Felkner Haynes. But that
charge was made only by Haynes, who had no
witnesses and never pressed charges although he told
the Helena Independent that he intended to do so.78
M oreover, the charge belonged in a court, not a
legislature.
The charge that Crum intended not to let his son
return to the United States when he reached draft age
was patently ridiculous. (Under the circumstances, it is
surprising that he was not accused of giving his
younger son cancer to keep him from participating in
the war.79*)
It does not seem unreasonable to question venire
men about their allegiance to the United States when
they were affiliated with an organization that for
membership required an oath of allegiance to
another nation. The men apparently answered Crum's
questions satisfactorily, because they were not
excluded from the jury.
It is difficult to understand how ordering food and
bedclothes for prisoners during the w inter could have
been considered a crime.
Even if the charge that Crum violated court rules by
listening to testimony in the Hall case were true, it
nevertheless did not seem to merit impeachment.
The charge that Crum ruled in a way he knew was
incorrect in a 1913 civil suit indicates that those who
drafted the charges realized the case was not airtight.
It is the o nly ch arg e that co n ce rn s C ru m 's

77Ibid., March 25,1918, p. 4.
78/bid., Jan. 27,1918, p. 1.
79Crum's 16-year-old son died in Forsyth April 25,1918. According
to the Billings Gazette (April 27,1918, p. 2.), Crum was not notified
because no one knew where he could be reached.
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performance of his official duties. Those who drafted
the charges dug five years into the past to find
something they could use against Crum. The judge
had been re-elected in 1916 without opposition,
which suggests his actions had been satisfactory to the
people he served.
The Montana newspapers' prejudice against Crum
was blatant there is no evidence in any of the stories
that the newspapers seriously considered the
possibility that Crum was innocent. Even the
Anaconda Standard, although it did suggest
editorially at one point that the defense was still to be
heard, never questioned the motives of those who
made the charges against Crum , and it treated the
defense witnesses with transparent hostility.
The motives of Felkner Flaynes were not above
questioning. His part in the case from beginning to
end was, at the least, suspicious. A story in the Billings
Gazette the day after the House pressed impeach
ment charges announced that Haynes had enlisted in
the Army and added:
Some weeks ago charges of a serious nature were filed
against Haynes in an effort to effect his disbarment.
Recently the commissioner appointed by the state
supreme court to investigate the charges returned a report
in which he . . . completely exonerated Haynes____In the
meantime, however, alleged disloyal remarks and acts of
District Judge Crum, who is said to have been one of those
who made the charges against Haynes, led to the
organization of "The Hundred.”88 [Italics added.]

After that story appeared, there could be no doubt
that the newspapers were aware Haynes might have
had an unjust motive to accuse Crum , but it never was
mentioned.
Newspapers have an obligation to serve the public,
and it is difficult to understand how they could justify
as public service their support of the reconvening of
the Senate to impeach a man who had resigned and
left the state. At a time when all energy was supposed
to be devoted to the war effort, it seems an incredible
waste.

coverage inadequate
Newspaper coverage of the case could not have
been considered adequate even if the charges against
Crum had been well founded. Most of the testimony
had been printed before the impeachment trial
began. The newspapers had drawn wild conclusions,
including the Daily Missoulian's belief—based on its
own stories—that Crum was a German spy. A few
openly had declared Crum guilty before his trial
began.
Crum served as a public official in a remote corner

aoBillings Gazette, Feb. 27,1918, p. 3.
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of Montana. His fate did not change the course of
history, but he was one of thousands branded as
enemies and persecuted shamelessly by their
communities and states.
Such disregard for legitimate dissent during the war
could not be forgotten when peace was achieved. The
very character of the Am erican people and the very
character of the American press had been altered.
President W oodrow Wilson was aware of a war's
influence on the American people. “ O nce lead this
people into w ar/' he told Frank I. Cobb a few days
before war was declared, and
they'll forget there ever was such a thing as tolerance. To
fight you must be brutal and ruthless and the spirit of
ruthless brutality will enter into the very fibre of our

national life, infecting Congress, the courts, the policeman
on the beat, the man in the street.81

That spirit of brutality and intolerance also
permeated the press. The position of Montana
newspapers during the war was best summarized by
the Helena In dep en den t:
. . . it may mean bloodshed, but it will be ignoble blood
which is spent when the "heads are caved in” ; the kind of
blood we want let out of this country that our pathway
toward democracy, civilization, honest government and
peace may not be blocked.82

Peace indeed.
81Peterson and Fite, op. c/t., p. 11.
B2Helena Independent, Feb. 6,1918, p. 4.

Stengelese
In A pril, 1962, when Casey [Stengel] held a
press conference before the Mets' home
opener in order to introduce the members of
the newborn team, he went through his
roster and his opening-day lineup extolling
this has-been and that never-was and his
ungainly rookies (he called them “ the youth
of Am erica” ), and when he came at last to his
right fielder, Gus Bell, he explained that this
was a man which has come to us from
Cincinnati, where he hit a lot of home runs,
and he would hit some more here because
he was the prop and support of a family that
included two children, and he mentioned
Bell's other attributes and sterling qualities at
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greater and greater length, during which
time it became apparent to everyone present
that he had forgotten Bell's name. (He always
had a terrible time with names.) He finally
dropped the search and went on to other
players and other promises, and concluded,
reluctantly and at long, long last, with “ . . .
and so you can say this tremendous and
amazin' new club is gonna be ready in every
way tom orrow when the bell rings and that's
the name of my right fielder, B ell.”

•Reprinted by permission from Roger Angell, "The Sporting
Scene,” The New Yorker, Nov. 17, 1975, p. 150.
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The Environmental Beat
By DON SC H WE N NE SEN
M r Schw ennesen, environm ental reporter for the Missoula
(M on t.) Missouhan, gave this speech Sept. 19, 7975, at the annual
c° n' erem
nce
the Montana Interscholastic Editorial Association at
the University of Montana. He is a 1965 graduate o f Trinity College
and is studying fora master's degree in journalism at the University
of Montana. He has w orked as a reporter for the Hartford (Conn )
Courant.
7

I m a reporter for the M issoulian in Missoula,
Montana. Formally, I have no title other than generalassignment reporter or staff w riter, and I like it that
way. I prefer to look like Joe Slob on the street and be
treated like him—though it doesn't always work out
that way when people learn you're a reporter. Still, I'd
rather be treated like a w orker, sharing the middleincome life, than be isolated in the relative islands of
wealth, poverty or power that exist in this nation.
Occasionally, in my fantasies I wonder what the nation
would be like if everyone—corporate executive,
street cleaner, especially government bureau
crat—earned the same salary.
They tell me that since one Rhode Island railroad
broke away from the bankrupt New Haven Railroad
and becam e an em p lo ye-m an ag ed b u sin e ss,
everyone from president to brakeman makes $17,000
a year.1 Late at night over a beer sometimes I think
about that.
To a good many friends and associates, I am an
environmental reporter, and that's what I want to talk
about today.
' “ P&W: New England's Newest/' Railway Age, Feb. 26,1973, p. 14.
This article describes how employes of the small Providence and
Worcester Co. take part in management, work the same number
of hours and draw guaranteed salaries of $16,640 with profit
sharing of up to $3,500 annually. See also John McClaughry,
"Employee Ownership: A New Way to Run a Railroad,”
Management Review, August, 1974, pp. 36-38, which sketches a
more recent attempt at a relatively large employe-ownership
project involving the Chicago and North Western Railroad. The
paucity of material on this subject is remarkable considering that a
1975 poll by the People's Bicentennial found that a substantial
majority of Americans favors employe ownership of business.
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The things I write about are difficult, complex and
often confusing. They are sometimes less fashionable
than stories about rapes and reelections, and they are
far less hedonistic than rock concerts, downhill skiing
or winter bathing in snow-carpeted hot springs. But
they tell what is happening to the land—the place that
many of us gradually are getting back to.
Most of us, I think, now want more freedom—
economic democracy as the People's Bicentennial
movement terms it—and less alteration of nature to
suit man's purposes.
Alteration of nature has proved to be something of
a Pandora's box in America, it would seem. O r
perhaps it has become more like the broom of the
“ Sorcerer's Apprentice.'' When commanded to bring
buckets of water, the broom came to life and did so,
but couldn't be halted, even with an ax, and indeed
multiplied as each fragment and shaving turned into a
new water-carrying broom.
What do we do, finally, in America should an
earthquake occur under a dam? Answer: Lose places
like Hungry Horse, Columbia Falls, maybe Kalispell—or Libby, maybe Troy—in a single sweep. All
hands overboard, surfing down to the sea, as it were.
Keep your water wings handy.
Wouldn't you be a little angry, really, like Mexico
has been about the Colorado River, if the guy on the
ranch above you filled your stream with salts to the
point that your crops and livestock didn't grow as
well?
What is America really going to do with nuclear
wastes (which are carcinogenic, among other
things) wastes that have a half life of 25,000 years and
51
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are dangerous or deadly through many half lives? The
Hanford reservation in Eastern Washington still has
stainless-steel containers that are leaking nuclear
wastes into the ground because the wastes ate
through the metal.2
What has happened to the warnings that some of
those wastes might stratify and concentrate in the
subsoil until residual plutonium reaches explosive
levels?3
Why won't anyone insure the residents of a
community with a nuclear power plant against the
problems attendant to a nuclear accident? W hy do we
need a federal law limiting potential liability of those
who might be blamed for such an accident?
What really happened to Karen Silkwood when she
was on her way to see a New York Times reporter
about alleged unsafe practices at the Kerr-M cGee
nuclear-fuel-rod manufacturing plant in Oklahom a?4*
The list is seemingly endless.
“ What's an environmental reporter?" my relatives
ask me, wondering how anyone could make a living at
such a thing. But my wife's father knows. A big, quiet,
friendly man, he is superintendent at the waste-water
treatment plant in Richm ond, on the Bay opposite San
Francisco.
His work includes operation of a modern
secondary-treatment plant— something his town has
had for a couple of years but will not be required in
America until 1977. He helps take water samples from
San Francisco Bay, and he knows the Bay— its currents,
pools, tidal flats and narrows.
In San Francisco, he complains,- three-tenths of an
inch of rain always floods the sewer lines, exceeding
the capacity of thetreatm ent plant. It's like pullingthe
chain on an old-fashioned toilet. All the raw sewage in
the plant gets douched out into the Bay in one big
whoosh.
He would like to see the matter debated in the
press, but the fourth estate in San Francisco
apparently is relatively unconcerned about the fact
that someone is defecating in the Bay.
And he's not the kind of man likely to phone his
friendly local newspaper to tell about the problem. I
doubt that he would be anxious for the publicity. His
friends and working associates likely would wonder
what the devil he thought he was up to, bringing all
that publicity to himself and his place of employment.
But supposing he were to take the plunge, as it
were, and inject himself as a citizen and technician
into an incipient public controversy. What kind of
reception would he receive from the press?

2 Robert Gillette, “ Radiation Spill at Hanford: The Anatomy of an
Accident,” Science, Aug. 24, 1973, pp. 728-730.
3"Ultimate Garbage Crisis,” Newsweek, Aug. 20, 1973, pp. 79-80.
4 For a provocative account, see Howard Kohn, “ Malignant Giant:
The Nuclear Industry's Terrible Power and How It Silenced Karen
Silkwood,” Rolling Stone, March 27,1975, pp. 43-46,58-59,61-62.
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I'm sorry to say that in many towns and even large
cities across the United States, he would get little or no
reception. For the simple fact of the matter is that
there are in America few journalists who have any
knowledge or understanding of such things or any
interest in learning about them.
To make matters worse, a great many newspapers
continue to be run by editors and publishers who
have no interest in promoting public issues. It is
inconceivable to a great many Am ericans, even after
Watergate, Vietnam, the continuing fiasco over
development of a liquid metal fast-breeder reactor,
that big business or big government is capable of
making mistakes. But they are, nonetheless, and
they're making them. Little mistakes. Big mistakes.
Colossal mistakes. Global mistakes.
You don't have to look far afield to find them, for
they happen all the time right here in River City.
Frankly, many could be avoided or minimized if
public debate or public involvement in decision
making processes was fostered and encouraged. I'm
delighted to say that in Missoula there has been a
gradual trend toward this type of involvement. The
same has been true, to a certain degree, at the state
level. That's one big reason why people like me
continue to live and work here.
Much of the vital and necessary debate has been
nurtured and cultivated on this campus. M uch of it
also has been stimulated by dedicated conserva
tionists and environmentalists who believe in the
public right to a quality environm ent and who devote
amazing amounts of their own time to the defense of
that environment.
But often, as Bernstein and W oodward have made
abundantly clear, the greatest news story hinges not
so much on the investigative ability of a reporter as it
does on that one key citizen—that person who sees
something going on and knows in his or her gut that it
isn't right. Many times she or he won't find you, the
reporter. It's up to you to do the finding. Many times if
such people do come forward, their voices will be
soft, their stories by no means immediately clear. It's
up to you to listen.
Journalists have an advantage over persons in other
professions. If we make a mistake, it is there on the
next newscast or in the next paper for all the
world— including our detractors—to see. Even at that,
some never let us know when we err. Imagine, then,
the difficulty faced by society as a whole in our efforts
to id entifyourcollectiveerrorsand remedy them with
some measure of equity (or at least avoid repeating
them) without public investigation and public debate.
Let's look at some recent local and regional
examples of mistakes.
This spring, just a few months ago, the Montana
Cooperative Extension Service made one of the most
remarkable—and I'm sure one of the most dif
ficult— admissions that a public agency has been
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compelled to make. It didn't get much publicity, and
I'm sure ultimately it didn't reflect discredit on any
individual or group of individuals. The announce
ment was buried in an obscure press release, but it was
there, plain enough.
"Fallow Farming Moves Salts in Soils," the headline
said, and the report explained that tests on the
Highwood Bench had revealed that "undisturbed
soils under native range land" contained some 120
tons an acre more saline salt than did the soil under
cropped land nearby.5
The press release gave a reasonably good account of
what was going on, but I'm sure most reporters and
editors looked at the report and wondered, "W hat the
devil does this mean? M ore professors spending
public tax money on obscure research projects."
Here's what it meant. For decades, wheat farmers
on the Montana High Line have been advised to
improve crop yields by letting their land lie fallow at
times to take up the sparse rainfall and hold the
moisture in the ground so the grain crops can use it
later.
But increasingly in recent years, some of the same
lands have begun to go out of production because of a
phenomenon known as saline seep. For some reason,
alkaline mineral deposits had begun to appear,
turning the soil white in low spots or along the surface
runoff drainage swales crossing fields. The alkaline
salts were toxic to crops and apparently could reach
poisonous levels in livestock wells also. What was
going on?
In retrospect, it now appears that over countless
ages the native grasses on the high plains had evolved
to a point where their complex root structures made
efficient use of all the rainfall, so that little percolated
down from the surface into deeper water tables and
aquifers.
With- the advent of deep plowing and fallow
farming, the ground developed an occasional surplus
of water. That new water began moving quietly
beneath the surface, dissolving and carrying hidden
salts in the soil. W here the new water filtered down
deep enough to reach established water tables, the
old w ate r rese rves began to show signs of
contamination from the new, saltbearing surface
water.
W here the new water emerged again from the
ground, in low spots or swales, it tended to evaporate
5 “ Fallow Farming Moves Salts in Soils/' news release from the
Cooperative Extension Service, Montana State University, Jan. 10,
1975. There have been other news releases explaining other bits
and pieces of the saline-seep mystery, but this is the first of which I
am aware that suggests an attempt to document the ecological
extent of the problem. The saline-seep example cited in the text
should not be construed as criticism of the Cooperative Extension
Service, an agency that should be congratulated for tackling the
saline-seep problem and for conducting some refreshing research
to identify the nature of the problem.
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after the wet season ended, leaving a new and
destructive salt deposit. O r so it now seems.
Today it is conservatively estimated that 140,000
acres of Montana farmland are affected by saline seep,
and the figure is growing.
The lesson is that ecological systems such as native
grasses growing on high plains are in a complex and
delicate dynamic balance. And if you disturb
them—as Pandora disturbed the box—you might not
always realize just what you're getting into.

what do we do now?
The question, still unanswered, is, "W hat do we do
now?" We need the wheat, but we can't afford to
destroy the land that grows the wheat. The food crisis
adds a sense of urgency.
Here's an example closer to home. Nearly three
years ago, the U.S. Plywood division of Champion
International—one of the nation's biggest timber
c o n c e r n s and o n e o f th e m o st c o n t r o 
versial— purchased more than a half million acres of
western Montana timberland from the Anaconda
Company and a sawmill just east of here through the
narrow Hellgate Canyon in the equally narrow canyon
valley of the lower Blackfoot River.
The new corporate owners soon announced plans
to build a plywood plant (the biggest in the w orld), a
proposal that immediately set teeth gnashing in
environmental groups nearly exhausted from long
battles to clean up what had been a dreadful airpollution problem here—a problem so bad that as
some of you recall it graced the centerfold of Life
magazine and even made the color pages of National
G eographic.6
But Bob M cKelvey, a mathematician here and one
of the most dedicated, tireless, over-extended,
public-minded scientists I have had the privilege of
knowing, was working on mathematical models
designed to try to predict what happens to smoke
coming out of things like industrial chimneys.
He was at the time fresh from a battle in Eastern
Montana in which his had been one of a few lonely
voices. It was more a skirmish than a battle, and it was
over a proposal by the Montana Power Company to
erect two minemouth coal-fired steam electric
generators at an obscure place called Colstrip.
Today, of course, Colstrip is a household word in
Montana, and the battle over the third and fourth
power plants drags on. Some— including a few highranking federal bureaucrats virtually untouchable by
the vo te rs— regard the battle as part of an
6The photos appeared in Life, Feb. 7, 1969, p. 42, and National
Geographic, December, 1970, pp. 756-757. They constituted a
celebrated benchmark in the effort to bring national attention to
pollution problems in Montana—a state whose popular image
connotes the antithesis of pollution.
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obstructionist effort to sabotage the nation's energy
needs. But I regard it as a determ ined, dogged
struggle by some concerned ranchers and scientists
who have seen too many blunders (in the name of the
public welfare) and who are determined to end such
blundering even if the alternative is a profound,
wrenching shift in the nation's long-term energy
policy.
But back to U.S. Plywood. M cKelvey and some of his
students quickly dusted off their model, made some
refinements, and tried it out on the proposed
plywood plant. After reviewing the results, they said
Bonner residents better buy a few gas masks. A state
environmental-impact statement offered a similar
conclusion—emissions from the proposed plant
potentially could violate state air-quality standards.
U.S. Plywood, however, played a trump card. The
firm said it would use a promising new method tested
on the West Coast: It would dry plywood in driers
operating at lower temperatures.
In a plywood m ill, logs are softened in hot water,
then turned on a giant lathe w hile a huge, long blade
“ peels" them just as you might peel an apple or
potato. The result is a long, more or less continuous
sheet of thin veneer, which is cut into appropriate
plywood sizes, then dried and cured in an oven called
a veneer drier. After that, the pieces are built up in
layers like those of a cake, with glue between the
layers for frosting. Finally, they are put in a press to
bond the layers, forming finished plywood ready for
trimming.
What happens inside the veneer drier is roughly
what would happen in your kitchen oven if you put in
a wet piece of wood, turned the temperature up high
enough to cook a pizza, then got hooked on the TV
late movie and forgot about the wood.
U.S. Plywood said smoke from veneer driers was
caused when resins and volatiles in the wood were
cooked off. The trick was to cook longer and at a lower
temperature (like a pot roast), so the wood w ouldn't
get so hot that the resins boiled off into the air.
The environmentalists were suspicious. But in due
course our Missoula city-county air-pollution-control
director made a pilgrimage to the Oregon coast to
watch some low-temperature tests, which seemed to
work. The new plywood mill was approved, over the
warnings of the ever-paranoid environmentalists,
after U.S. Plywood promised to take prompt cor
rective action should its plan go awry.
As you may know, the plan did go awry. The people
of Bonner have been living in a lascivious soup of
smog for lo these 15 months, w hile U.S. Plywood has
labored with mis-shipped boiler parts, spring flooding
and other problems.
It took from M ayor June of 1974 until September for
air-pollution officials to satisfy themselves that the
U.S. Plywood plan had, indeed, flopped. Then they
gave the company 15 months to clean up.
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What happened? W hy did a system that worked in
Oregon fail in Montana? Olympia says it's the water,
but in this case it was the wood.
But wood's wood, and all wood's the same, you
say— right?
Wrong.
In Oregon the mills use Douglas fir and that is what
was tested. In Montana we have Douglas fir, and we
also have larch, ponderosa pine, lodgepole pine,
spruce, true fir and other trees. Nobody thought
about testing Montana trees in an Oregon plywood
mill. Montana trees didn't work.
Those two examples are plain, neat and reasonably
easy to follow. There are dozens more that I could
mention and that I have written about.
O f the two, the second is the one that has the most
visible impact (a giant plume of smoke). It does much
to destroy the credibility of industry. But it is the one
that concerns me the least. It is something that can be
remedied, given even just a hint of tenacity by public
officials, some support from the citizenry and some
determination to convince people that clean air is
important and that private citizens or corporations
have no right or need to foul it up.
So far as anyone knows, wood smoke from plywood
plants is relatively innocuous—although I would
emphasize that the effects of smoke particulates on
people are not well understood or easy to study.
There is no room for com placency. Consider some
smoke of a different sort—smoke that came from the
Anaconda smelter and others like it. It didn't kill
anyone, either— not at first—and it seemed benign
enough for many years or slightly deleterious at worst.
Some even argued that it was healthy. For many years
there was a belief that sulfur fumes were beneficial,
though now the opposite seems true.7
With modern techniques and computerized
public-health records, we see things we didn't see
before. How many of you realize, for exam ple, that
the incidence of lung cancer in males living in Silver
Bow County is two and a half times the national
average? The problem may have been arsenic, a
finding that I doubt offers much reassurance to
pensioners suffering from lung cancer.8

7The notion that sulfur fumes are beneficial dates from at least
Roman times, a fact that seems to surprise many. Medical and
scientific thought shifted more than a century ago, however. See
especially Don MacMillan, “ Butte's Struggle to Abate Air
Pollution, 1885-1891,” in Environmental Pollution in Montana,
Robert Bigart, Editor (Mountain Press Publishing Co., Missoula,
Mont., 1972). His discussion draws from newspaper accounts and
other documents to show that Butte residents were not fooled in
1889 when copper baron William A. Clark told the Constitutional
Convention that smelter smoke was a bacterial disinfectant and
that Butte ladies owed their lovely complexions to arsenic
emissions from smelters.
8 Barry Kramer, "Arsenic Pollution May Increase Cancer in Smelter
Towns,” The Wall Street Journal, Aug 8, 1975, p. 5.
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Nevertheless, the saline-seep problem eventually
may be the most profound one. Certainly it represents
the kind of problem that increasingly is drawing the
attention of long-time conservationists. It is the kind
of problem that ought to be publicized more. It shows
the power of men to wreck unwittingly our lifesupport system on a grand and global scale.
This week—the past two days— I have been writing
about an historic event. Last year Congress said it
wanted a detailed report on the state of the nation's
renewable resources. Part of the reason was the
knowledge that we're using up our non-renewable
resources and that presumably we'll eventually have
to fall back on the renewable ones. How do they stack
up?
Congress told the Forest Service to find out and
report in one year. The Forest Service said it couldn't
be done. Congress said do it anyway and if the first
attempt isn't too good, don't worry about it—you'll be
doing it every 10 years from now on and you'll also be
submitting an annual report on your activities.
The agency's preliminary conclusions are now
public, and everyone has a chance to look them over
and comment about the way those resources should
be used and treated. I guess it's the American way in
action.
You can comment on the program any time before
October 15. I'm going to comment, and I know
already that my opinions will be worth about 200 of
yours because most of you won't take the trouble. I
hope you'll make a liar of me.
The timber industry wants to double the amount of
wood being removed from our national forests. A
Forest Service deputy chief told me he thinks maybe
the national forest wood production can be
quadrupled!
Conservationists disagree. O ne testified that he
thinks timber management in the Northern Rockies
looks as if it was directed by Attila the Hun.
The issue is colossal, for Montana and Idaho sit on
the crest of two of the greatest watersheds on the
planet: The Columbia and the Missouri. But Montana
and Idaho, in the opinion of the average Am erican,
are situated near the end of the civilized world and
not much goes on here. For excitement, the hayseeds
watch the trees grow.
It's difficult to get the story out to the rest of
America, but I believe it is important at least for
Montanans—young Montanans—to know what the
stakes are in the game.
So I will conclude by telling you about a nation that
did not manage its watershed effectively and about a
man who described that tragedy. The account was
written by W. C. Louderm ilk, an obscure individual
who died only a year or two ago and who once was
assistant chief of the Soil Conservation Service. In the
late 1930s he traveled around the w orld, studying
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land- and water-use problems, and he devised some
revisionist theories as a result of what he saw.
Changes in civilization are not so much a function
of changes in climate, he said, because climate doesn't
change that fast. What changes is the land, because of
the way men treat it.
Loudermilk, of course, had seen the Dust Bowl of
the 1930s. In the past year, we have seen famine in
central Africa, an area that among other things is
enormously overgrazed.
Here is what Loudermilk saw in another of the great
watersheds of the earth:
As we traveled across the flat plains of Honan, we saw a
great flat-topped hill looming up before us. We traveled
on over the elevated plain for seven miles to another great
dike that stretched across the landscape from horizon to
horizon. We mounted this dike and there before us lay the
Yellow River, the Hwang Ho, a great width of brown water
flowing quietly that spring morning into a tawny haze in
the east.
Here in a channel fully 40 or 50 feet above the plain of
the great delta lay the river known for thousands of years as
"China's Sorrow.” This gigantic river had been lifted up off
the plain over the entire 400-mile course across its delta
and had been held in this channel by hand labor of
men—without machines or engines, without steel cables
or construction timber, and without stone.
Millions of Chinese farmers with bare hands and baskets
had built here through thousands of years a stupendous
monument to human cooperation and the will to survive.
Since the days of Ya-Tu, 4000 years ago, the battle of floods
with this tremendous river have been lost and won time
and again.
In the Province of Shansi we found how the line of
cultivation was pushed up slopes, following the clearing
away of forests. Soils, formerly protected by a forest
mantle, were thus exposed to summer rains, and soil
erosion began a headlong process of destroying land and
filling streams with soil waste and detritus.
Without a basis of comparison, we might easily have
misread the record as written on the land. But temple
forests, preserved and protected by Buddhist priests, gave
me and my Chinese associates a remarkable chance to
measure and compare rates of erosion within these forests
and on similar slopes and soils that had been cleared and
cultivated.9

W ell, that's what Loudermilk saw. I know it never
could happen here, of course, because it's not part of
the Great American Dream. Still, I get edgy when the
local director of the Soil Conservation Service tells me
there are places behind levees where the lower
Mississippi flows a foot or two higher than the
countryside. And our culture has only been on this
land a century or two.
Perhaps it w ill help you understand w hy
environmentalists and environmental writers oc
casionally get bent out of shape over clearcuts, dikes,
dams, levees, and bulldozers in trout streams.
9W.C. Loudermilk, Conquest of the Land through Seven Thousand
Years, Agriculture Information Bulletin No. 99, U.S. Department of
Agriculture Soil Conservation Service (undated).
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Covering High School Student Politics
By R O N H A Y E S

Mr. Hayes, a graduate student at the Montana School of Journalism,
prepared this report for independent-study credit during the 1975
summer session. The writer teaches journalism at Lewiston High in
Idaho and works as a desk editor at the Lewiston Morning Tribune.
In 1973 he was named the national high school Journalism Teacher
of the Year by the Newspaper Fund, Inc. M r. Hayes earned a B.A. in
journalism at Idaho State University.

If there is a weakness among high school
newspapers, it is a universal lack of reporting student
politics.
Knowledge of government is a key educational role
that political scientists say is necessary to foster a
healthy culture. Reporting and writing about student
politics is not a simple assignment or a simple teaching
task for most of the nation's 16,000 newspaper
advisers.1 Many, with no journalistic background,
must instruct in a field not of their choosing. This lack
of background is a major reason publications fail to
cover student politics.
Teachers tend to advise in the subject areas in which
they are the strongest. Morris Rosenburg says, “ . . .
for many people the relatively abstract, impersonal,
serious and often complex subject matter of politics
cannot compete successfully with the simple personal
emotional appeal [of] . . . more entertaining subjects
of the mass m edia."2
The case here is not teacher qualification but that
student politics should be reported and what to
report.
Naive,
fearful,
uninformed,
overprotective,
immature, sometimes stubborn administrators,
teachers and students inhibit student reporting as

1Edmund C. Arnold and Hillier Krieghbaum, The Student Journalist
(New York: New York University Press, 1963), p. 12.
2Morris Rosenberg, “Some Determinants of Political Apathy,”
Public Opinion Quarterly, Winter, 1954-55, p. 362.
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pointed out in recent publications such as Captive
Voices and Student Press Rights3 and in recent U.S.
Supreme Court decisions. The student reporter will
find political writing as arduous and challenging
within the school as it is in the daily media. Perhaps
that is as it should be.
Student politics refers to student government and
its elected officers or the authority delegated to
elected or appointed students to make decisions or
carry out policy for a class, individual or the students.
It also includes non-students involved with student
government and the entire school community.
Long before Watergate stirred contemporary
p o litica l co verag e and perm eated stud ent
newspapers, political scientists were saying that
schools and teachers are prime catalysts in political
acculturation— learning about politics. Fred I.
Greenstein said:
Much of American civic education takes place
informally. From an early age, children learn about
government and politics and begin to prepare for their
adult political roles through processes which neither they
nor those who instruct them are especially conscious of,
but which nevertheless provide the basis of democratic

3Jack Nelson, Captive Voices (New York: Shocken Books, 1974) and
Robert Trager, Student Press Rights (Shabbona, III.: Journalism
Education Association, 1974). Captive Voices is a synopsis of the
findings of a two-year inquiry, sponsored by the Robert Kennedy
Memorial and others, into high school journalism. Trager's book
explains contemporary court decisions involving high school
publications and student rights.
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political participation. Political awareness and
involvement gradually grow as children are exposed to
political events and actors, some of which they experience
directly, but more of which they become familiar with
through the conversations of adults and peers, and
through mass media.4

O f 112 student newspapers published from March
through June, 1975, representing 27 states throughout
the nation, only 25 printed more than one story about
student politics. O nly one carried complete student
election returns. Seventeen had partial statistics and
one of those included a report that student officials
deliberately had withheld individual voting returns.5
There is no evidence the bulk of the nation's student
papers are doing a better job covering school politics.
Many papers published during that four-month
period did not mention student government
activities. Ideally, any major event would be reported
in an advance story, a second story at the time of the
event and a follow story. Because of the nature of their
publication patterns, usually biweekly or monthly,
most high school newspapers do well to have an
advance story and one after the fact. Space is a
consideration too.
Since stud ent p u b lica tio n s are le arn in g
laboratories, an adviser is not the editor, reporter and
copyreader, although there is strong evidence, by
their own admissions, that some advisers assume
those roles rather than remaining the teacher.
School plays a big part in teaching attitudes,
conceptions and beliefs.6 The functions and activities
of student government are among those concepts.
The student newspaper should help its readers do
what political scientists Robert D. Hess and Judith
Torney say are the
. . . rights and obligations of a citizen to participate in
government. The school focuses on the obligation and
right to vote but does not offer the child sufficient
understanding of procedures for individuals to
legitimately influence government. Nor does it adequately
explain and emphasize the importance of group action to
achieve desirable ends.7

The lack of sufficient understanding is reflected in
the laxity of reporting student government during the
three months most public schools have elections and

4Fred I. Greenstein, Children and Politics (New Haven, Conn.: Yale
Press, 1965), p. 5.
5The April 25 Orange & Black of Grand Junction, Colo., High
School gave the number of students who voted. The April 24
Bengal's Purr of Lewiston, Idaho, High School listed total votes by
classes and quoted the incoming president that she would give the
returns next year. The Moor of Alhambra, Calif., High School, in
its April election coverage, gave individual returns and offered its
readers an in-depth rundown of election results. The newspapers
were examined by the author and other journalism teachers.
6Robert D. Hess and Judith V. Torney, The Development of Political
Attitudes In Children (Chicago: Oldline Publishing Co., 1967), p.
217.
7lbid.
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students are involved with Boys and Girls State8
meetings and mock substitution of municipal duties in
early May during local government week.
If the student newspaper is fulfilling its obligation to
report the student community, then it is wielding a
powerful force in molding future understanding of
American politics. Student government exists on the
same basis as that in the adult world: It rests on public
opinion.
Journalists have warned continually about the
dangers to democratic government of censorship by
suppression of information. “ O f what benefit is the
right of free expression without full access to the
information that ought to be conveyed."9The student
press furnishes its readers with the information and
ideas needed for making sound decisions. It also
establishes patterns for later life.10
In all its phases communication exerts a crucial effect
upon public and private information, insights, upon the
capacity for national decision and action, upon public taste
and aesthetic standards, upon moral judgment, upon
group loyalty and group disintegration, upon personality
development, upon initiation and adaption to social
changes.11*

If one purpose of the press is to help discover truth,
to assist in the successful working of the school
community by presenting all evidence and opinion as
the basis for political and social decisions, then
fledgling writers and their readers need en
couragement and guidance, which should come from
advisers and administrators. The writers provide
guidance for the readers through news stories and
editorials.

at lewiston high
At Lewiston Senior High, the Bengal's Purr writers
always seek complete election results, voting totals,
figures for previous elections, and comment.
Sometimes the reporters have been able to provide
this for Purr readers, but that has been the exception
in the past decade. Both the principal and the Student
Council adviser continually coach student officers to
withhold such information. And like most student
governments, nothing provides for public access to
election returns. Through the years, editorial
campaigns have helped provide Purr readers with
student political information. The fact that there are
editorials is evidence of some progress.
8The purpose of such meetings, usually during the summer recess,
is to study state government. The American Legion has been the
chief sponsor.
9Peterson, Jensen, Rivers, The Mass Media and Modern Society
(San Francisco: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, Inc., 1966), p. 105.
10Wilbur Schramm, The Process and Effects of Mass Communication
(Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1971), p. 607.
11J. A. R. Pimlott, Public Relations and American Democracy
(Princeton, N. J.: Princeton University Press, 1951), p. 238.
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Jack Nelson's summary of the inquiry into
seco n d a ry scho o l jo u rn a lis m 12 re fle cte d vast
differences in educational thought—or lack of it— in
high school journalism. Such a lack transcends the
ranks of administrators as well as advisers. Two
informal surveys13 of high school editors and advisers
tend to support findings reported in Nelson's Captive
Voices.
They show that some journalism advisers, who
should form the bulwark in teaching press freedom ,
often contradicted themselves. They purportedly told
students to tell the truth but advised editors not to
publish complete election results.
Among them was a California high school teacher
who, in an election follow story, would advise his
editors to exclude the names of losing candidates, the
number of ballots for each candidate and direct or
indirect comments by the losers.
But the teacher marked successive “ yes” answers to
questions that asked if he believed political
candidates for major high school offices should be
given complete election results, if one educational
function is to make students more aware of political
social skills, and if he believed in “ telling it like it is.”
A Montana teacher said he would advise editors to
include names of all candidates but omit the number
of ballots cast for each one, the total number of
ballots, the number of possible ballots and comments
by losers. However, he favored comments by the
winners.
Both teachers are veteran newspaper advisers.
O f the 30 advisers who participated in the surveys,
those two teachers and three others represented the
minority. They had some student support.
The surveys reinforced the premise that high school
publications do not report student politics with
enough depth to provide reader and/or writer
interpretation or understanding of politics.
Both students and advisers often contradicted
themselves. For example, a Section I question asked if
individual ballot totals should appear in an election
story. Student response was 59 of 74 (79.7 per cent) in
favor and 15 (20.3 per cent) opposed. Section II
offered a choice between stories that included and
excluded individual returns. The response was
significantly greater: 64 of 74 students (86.5 per cent)
would pick the story with the returns, w hile 10 (13.5
per cent) would select the one without the returns.
Advisers responded similarly.
12Nelson, op cit., pp. xi-xxi.
13Ron R. Hayes, unpublished surveys including “ Is There A
Watergate In Your School." The first survey was in August, 1971,
with 44 student editors representing publications in eight western
states and seven advisers. It was taken during a journalism
workshop at Brigham Young University, Provo, Utah. In April,
1974, the survey, under a different title, was taken at the
Journalism Education Association conference at San Francisco; 30
student editors and 16 advisers participated.
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Some survey participants represented schools
whose newspapers also were examined in 1975. What
the 1971 and 1974 surveys and the 1975 check show is
an apparent gap between what is published and what
youthful writers believe should be published.
In two cases where advisers opposed vote statistics,
their newspapers consistently have reported athletic
scores. If such games also are contests, then reporting
the statistics is consistent with a key purpose of
publication— informing readers.
O ne principal said about election statistics, “ They
don't belong in a high school newspaper, because
students are not mature enough to handle it.” 14
Another viewpoint:
Indeed, adults are likely to consider politics part of their
own world. Tolerantly they may share it with adolescents
who are, after all, approaching their legal majority. But as
for children, adults typically think of politics as beyond
their knowledge and competence. Children are not ready
for it intellectually. Further, the strife and turmoil of
politics, its image as a somewhat sordid business, a dirty
game, probably encourage adults to seek to shield
children from it in the same subtle way as their own
Victorian parents had carefully sheltered them, the present
adults, from the distasteful facts about sex. Children are
thought to be too young for knowledge of politics. Nor are
they ready for it morally.15

Children remember information that seems
relevant; they learn more if the information seems
real.16 Like it or not, reporting student-election
statistics is relevant for the w riter, reader and
politician. After all, some students are old enough to
vote in national elections, and “ the true functioning
of a democracy depends in large degree on the
knowledge and wisdom of the electorate.” 17
Publishing news is an important function of the
school newspaper, but merely publishing the news is
not enough. It must be reported fully to keep the
public properly inform ed.18 Part of the reporting must
concern politics.
Traditionally, the school press does report politics,
much as the first American student newspaper, the
Students' Gazette, did when it lamented British rule in
its first issue in June, 1777.
How does a student newspaper provide political
coverage? It does so in regular news stories, features
and editorials—just like other news.
Considering the general high school publication
schedule, usually monthly or biweekly, a major

14Frank B. Clark, principal of Lewiston, Idaho, High School,
interviewed on why he counseled student officers not to release
student election statistics (April, 1971, and April, 1974).
15David Easton and Jack Dennis, Children In The Political System
(New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1969), p. 82.
16Schramm, op cit., p. 607.
17Lester Markel, What You Don't Know Can Hurt You (Washington,
D. C.: Public Affairs Press, 1972), p. 2.
18Earl English and Clarence Hatch, Scholastic Journalism (Ames:
Iowa State University Press, 1972), p. 313.
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student election should be covered in at least two
news or feature stories or a combination of the two in
an advance and a follow.
In addition to informing the readers, the advance
arouses interest in the event so students will want to
participate.
If an election advance is limited to a single story, it
should contain necessary information such as issues,
including comments from the candidates; time and
place of pre-election assemblies; candidates for each
office and a brief background for each; qualifications
and duties of major officers; who is eligible to vote;
how many voted last year; how many are eligible to
vote; where and when to vote; location of the polls;
and who is in charge of the polls. Also, how ballots are
counted; w ho, when, where and by whom the results
will be made public; when the new officers will begin
their duties; the duration of their term of office; and
whom they w ill succeed.
With skill and imagination, a reporter could
interview classmates to predict the election results or
present student opinions about issues and weave into
the story any newsworthy observations about
campaign involvem ent, such as posters or advertising
slogans.
Sometimes the nature of student politics w ill be
unique: A story in an Oregon paper began, “ Adams
will have a student government and a constitution
next year."19 O r the pre-election coverage a
California paper gave to a recall movement: In
addition to a feature, it ran on the editorial page a
cartoon and an editorial under the cartoon.20
Editorially, a newspaper has the right to, and ought
to, comment on an election, and it should include in
its policy a chance for reader expression in letters to
the editor.
Reporters and editors should explain political
statistics. In the April 23,1975, Bronc Express at Billings
Senior High in M ontana, the only statistical paragraph
read:
Over-all, the turnout of voters was rather low [in the
primary election]. The Sophomore Class had a 37 per cent
turnout and the Junior Class only 30 per cent. . . .21

In the next issue, the paper published a story that
included this statement:
Voter turnout was still low but surpassed the number of
students participating in the primaries. Sophomores had a
46 per cent and the Junior Class a 42 per cent turnout.22

The M acohi of Manatee High School in Bradenton,
Fla., ran a single statistical paragraph:
19Ray Kennedy, "Student Government To Return Next Fall,’’ Adams
Unity, John Adams High School, Portland, Ore., May 8,1975, p. 1.
“ Mina Chung, "C.G . Olson Threatened With Recall,” The Moor,
Alhambra, Calif., High School, April 8,1975, p. 1.
“ "Students Vote In Primary,” The Bronc Express, Billings Senior
High School, Billings, Mont., April 23, 1975, p. 1.
22"Von Hess Is STUCO President,” Ibid., May 9,1975, p. 4.
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Voter turn-out was light; only 139 juniors cast their
ballots and less than 37 per cent of the sophomores and
freshmen voted.23

What each story failed to tell the readers, in addition
to individual vote totals, was the percentage of how
many.
Typical of election follow stories was this one in an
Oregon newspaper:
ASB officers for the 1975-76 school year were elected
Tuesday.
Next year's officers are: John Ramig, president; Patricia
M cLaughlin, vice president;. Laurie Timmerman,
secretary; and Sharon Grilley, publicizer. Also elected was
Kathi Schubert for head cheerleader.
Each candidate had to get a petition for the office that
they were interested in, get 25 names on it, then give a
speech on what the office of their choice entailed and why
they wanted to run for that particular position.
This year's outgoing officers are Matt Erwin, president;
Vernon Lipscomb, vice president; Shanna Hines,
secretary; and Arnie Patrick, publicizer. Outgoing head
cheerleader is Karra Merriman.24

The story is accurate, but the reader deserves more.
A former high school publications adviser, William
G. Ward, wrote:
Journalism never was meant to be a vocation, to be only
a record of event, to be restricted to the mechanical
accumulation and prose listing of facts. The Gospel of the
six-inch news story. It has been, in its best days, all that, plus
a stimulant to idea and opinion. Like a good teacher, it has
stimulated curiosity among readers, encouraged them to
reflect and to challenge, insisted that they not only observe
events but also draw valid conclusions about them. And
the development of these conclusions is the perpetuator
of a democratic self-reliant society."25

The writer covering a school election should take a
cue from the sports w riter: Who won, by how much
and the significance of the victory. Mix those results
with comment from victors and losers. Add the
answers to questions in the advance stories.
Planning coverage of an event, then looking at the
event and the coverage in retrospect will result in a
useful learning situation. Ward asked:
Do you feel your publication has obligations to the
student, providing in part the kind of news and content he
wants? Do you also provide the kind of content he needs?
Do you ever criticize the student government, both what it
does and doesn't do?”26

Failure to report student politics is failure to try to
achieve one of the ideals of education. One student
reporter in Texas wrote, “ The current trend of student
inactiveness in politics remains one of the key

“ "Tillis, Lengel To Lead Student Body,” The Macohi, Manatee High
School, Bradenton, Fla., March 27, 1975, p. 14.
24"ASB Elects Officers,” The Lantern, Pendleton High School,
Pendleton, Ore., April 25, 1975, p. 1.
“ William G. Ward, The Student Journalist and Editorial Leadership
(New York: Richard Rosen Press, Inc., 1969), p. 9.
26Ibid., pp. 165-166.
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problems that must be dealt with on a national
le vel."27 Encouragement and guidance to cover
student politics must come from advisers and

27Steve Smith, “ Rediscovering A Sense Of Responsibility/' The
Anvil, Memorial High School, Houston, Tex., May 16,1975, p. 24.

administrators. It is their obligation by virtue of their
profession.
If a student publication is a laboratory of learning
and of experim ent—a laboratory designed to inform
r e a d e r s and s e r v e as a c h r o n i c l e of t h e
institution—then it has a duty to report and analyze
student politics.

Memorandum
By Printer Bowler*
SUBJECT: Com m unications
T O : All Com m unications Media
I.

If you can see
through the eye of the silent mountain
in every grain of sand and seed of grass
and be as numberless rays of sunlight
even
from deep within an earthworm 's bowels,
view life through each photon droplet in
this
endless ocean of stars,
feel boundless waves fragrant music in
the continuing
voice of all living things
from their first to final moments
If your mind embraces all this vibrant
infinity
in tender loving arms
it could be you may have
some news for us.
And that's the way it is. Today.

II. Watching the news
is like
waiting for Godot.
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IN .T h e pick-pocket looks at the saint
and sees
only his pockets,
highly informed sources reveal.
IV . Do unto others as you would have them
do unto you no matter what,
is the theme of a keynote vibration
freely given at a Radical-Independent
Party
hoedown being held 1976 years ago
and today.
V . W hen a reporter for the Sun-Times
asked Buddha, What is news?
he replied,
Before you speak, ask yourself
these three questions:
Is it true?
Is it necessary?
Is it kind?
And if you can answer Yes to all of
these,
then let heaven and earth hear
your voice.
•This full-page "advertisement” appeared in the December,
1975, Borrowed Times of Missoula, Mont. It is reprinted by
permission. Mr. Bowler is a 1963 graduate of the Montana
School of Journalism.
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The Journalism Faculty
GREGO RY M acDO NALD
Assistant Professor

A.B., M.A., University of Michigan. Professor MacDonald was the Pierre Andre intern at WGN
Continental Broadcasting in Chicago in 1972. He subsequently served as a teaching fellow in the
University of Michigan speech department, media director of the John Mogk campaign in Detroit,
producer-director of the University of Michigan Television Center and as an instructor at the
University of Northern Iowa.

ED M cCLAN AH AN
Visiting Lecturer

A.B., Miami (Ohio) University; M.A., University of Kentucky. Mr. McClanahan has taught at Oregon
State University, Stanford University, the University of Kentucky and in the English Department at the
University of Montana. His essays, stories and articles have appeared in several periodicals. His essay
“Grateful Dead I Have Known” received Playboy's Best New Contributor of Non-Fiction Award in
1972. He taught the course The New Journalism spring quarter.

o

ROBERT C. M cGIFFERT
Professor

A.B., Princeton University; M.A., Ohio State University. Professor McGiffert taught journalism at
Ohio State for four years before joining the University of Montana faculty in 1966. He worked for the
Easton (Pa.) Daily Express for 16 years as reporter and city editor. During the summers of 1967,1972,
1974 and 1975, he worked as an editor at the Washington (D.C.) Post. Professor McGiffert has been
active in programs to improve medical and dental writing, serving as a consultant to the American
Dental Association and as an instructor at writing seminars sponsored by the ADA and the American
Medical Association. He is the author of the text The Art of Editing the News, published in 1972.

DONALD C. M ILLER
Associate Professor

B.A., M.A., University of South Dakota. Professor Miller has worked as an announcer, newsman and
production director at radio and television stations in South Dakota. During his military service, he
was in charge of the Writers Branch of the U.S. Army Europe Pictorial Center. He taught for five years
at the University of South Dakota, where he also served as film director and program director of KUSD
Radio-TV. During the 1963-64 academic year, he studied at Columbia University as the recipient of a
CBS News and Public Affairs Fellowship. From 1964 to 1966, he was program director of an educational
television station, WDSE-TV, in Duluth. He is the author of the book Ghost Towns of Montana.

ALINE M OSBY

B.A., University of Montana. Miss Mosby, a UPI correspondent since 1944, taught the International
Communications class spring quarter. A 1943 graduate of the journalism school, she has been a UPI
correspondent in Russia, Eastern Europe and France. She is the author of the book The View From No.
13 People's Street. She was a Ford Foundation Fellow at Columbia University in 1965.

V is itin g I p r tu r p r
®

LOUIS NORDBYE
V isitin g I p r tu r p r
®

NANCY W ALTER
V is itin g I p r tu r p r
®

B.A., Stanford University. Mr. Nordbye was an account executive with Young & Rubicam Advertising
'n ^an Francisco from 1967 to 1970. He worked for KYLT Radio in Missoula, Mont., in 1971 and 1972.
Since 1972, he has been a partner in the Nordbye-Buls Advertising Agency in Missoula. Mr. Nordbye
taught the Radio-Television Advertising and Management course winter quarter.

B.A., University of Mississippi. Ms. Walter teaches journalism at Missoula Sentinel High School and
advises the student newspaper, the Konah. She taught journalism at Great Falls Russell High from 1965
to 1969 and joined the Sentinel faculty in 1971. In 1975, she was awarded the Montana School of
Journalism's Gold Key Award for distinguished service in Montana scholastic journalism. She taught
the School Publications and Teaching Methods course during the summer session.
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Journalism Building, University of Montana
Missoula, Montana

. . . a great many newspapers continue to be
run by editors and publishers who have no
interest in promoting public issues. It is
inconceivable to a great many Am ericans, even
after Watergate, Vietnam , the continuing fiasco
over developm ent of a liquid metal fastbreeder reactor, that big business or big
government is capable of making mistakes. But
they are, nonetheless, and they're making
them. Little mistakes. Big mistakes. Colossal
mistakes. Global mistakes.
Don Schwennesen

The University of Montana School of Journalism, founded in 1914, is one of 64 schools and
departments of journalism with accredited sequences. It offers programs leading to the B.A.
and M.A. in journalism and the B.A. in radio-television.
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